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Wings For The Soul 


— 


The Secret Place 


There is a place where thou canst touch 
The eyes of blinded men to instant perfect sight. 
There is a place where thou canst say 


“Arise!” to dying captives, bound in chains of 
night. 

There is a place where thou canst reach 

The store of hoarded gold, and free it for the Lord. 

There is a place here, or on a distant 


Shore, where thou canst send the worker and the 


Word. 
‘here is a place where heaven’s 


Resistless power responsive moves to thine insistent 


plea. 
There is a place, a silent holy hour, 


Where God Himself descends and works for thee. 


Where is that secret place?—-dost thou 
Ask where? Oh, soul! It is the secret place of 
prayer. Selected. 
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EDITORIAL 


Those Letters To 
The Editor 


For years there have been those who wonder why 
this Journal has not carried letters to the editor, 
both for and against the policy of the paper. 


The reason is easy to find. This Journal does not 
have a full-time editorial staff. The Editor is pastor 
of a large Church with several additional preaching 
points. The Associate Editor is a very busy sur- 
geon. The office staff consists of from four to six 
secretaries and stenographers. There has never 
been any one available with the time necessary to 
edit the mail for such use. Furthermore, we have 
considered much of this correspondence confidential 
and not intended by the writers for publication. 


However, anticipating several free hours on this 
Sunday afternoon we asked the Editor to hand us 
part of the correspondence received during the 
past few days. We have been amazed at its con- 
tents. This Journal has never sought the praise of 
man. We have sought to adhere to a policy we have 
thought the will of God for our Church, regardless 
of fear or favor. We have also sought to stick to 
principles and not indulge in personalities. Never- 
theless, the growing appreciation of this paper can 
but be a source of satisfaction and appreciation to 
those responsible for it. 


We are quoting now from some letters just re- 
ceived: 

“We would like sample copies of The Journal 
for Church Paper Week ... We shall do what 
we can to introduce your excellent paper into 
more homes in this congregation.”’ N. C. Pastor. 





“T should like sample copies of The Journal 
to distribute... is with real joy that I shall 
put these into the hands of my people.” Ar- 
kansas Pastor. 


“I can use about 75 copies. I am happy to 
see your paper advance so favorably in the 
Church.” N,. C. Pastor. 
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“May I say that my husband and I think it 
far better than any Church Paper we can get. 
We certainly wish it went into more of the 
homes of our Church May you continue in 
this good work you are doing.” Georgia Home. 


‘You are the only religious paper that I care 
to read these days. I don’t even have to read 
the ————— for you pick out its prize features 
and point out the paste diamonds in its jewelled 
crown ... The editors of The Journal are doing 
a great work ... New Orleans, Clerk of Ses- 
s10n. 


“T want to thank you and your associates 
for ... excellent articles ... in The Journal. 
Please send me ten extra copies of these 
issues.”’ Baltimore, Elder. 


“Let me congratulate you on the article on 


Ruling Elders in the September Ist Journal. 
It is one of the finest articles I believe has ever 
appeared in The Journal ... have section for 
letters to editor ... Send me more copies.” 


Kentucky, Elder. 

“The article, ‘cording To Plan,’ by Dr. 
Robert F. Gribble, is such a rue pic- 
ture ... ‘Ask for the old paths wherein is the 
good way,’ but, ‘They said we will not walk 
therein.’ ’’ Texas, Home. 








“The articles by Chalmers Alexander are 
accurate and to the point I hope they will 
be reprinted in booklet form.” Lincoln, Neb. 

“T am enclosing a contribution for the great 
work of The Journal—this is accompanied by 
my daily prayers for His guidance in every de- 
tail... everything must be done in love... if 
members of the Presbyterian Churches had 
been informed about the two important issues 
facing us you would have had more supporters 
here in Alabama, and elsewhere.” Birmingham. 

‘“‘We read with avid interest and approval 
each issue of The Journal use enclosed to 
send subscriptions God bless you.” 
Atlanta, Ga. 


“Let me express my appreciation for the 
faithfulness of The Journal to the inspired and 
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inerrant Word. I am enclosing check for which 
please send subscription to ———— ” Locust 


Valley, L. L, N. Y. 


“T pray for your work every night and to 
phrase it poetically, your magazine is like a 
lighthouse on a stormy sea.’’ West Virginia. 


“T am entirely in sympathy with the policy 
of your Journal and I read the articles with 
great interest.”’ Elder, West Virginia. 


“Thank you for the material on the Auburn 
Affirmation and the pamphlets, The Liberal 
Attack On The Supernatural Christ ... May 
the Lord continue to bless you richly.” Pastor, 
Virginia. 

“Thank you for ‘Watch Out For The Cath- 
olic Church.’ I gave it to a neighbor who was 
contemplating sending her daughter to a Cath- 
olic School. After reading it she had her eyes 
opened and is starting to educate other mothers 
as to the danger we face God bless you in 
your work of witnessing to the true Word of 
God.”’ South Carolina Mother. 


“Enclosed find subscription ... I am a mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. ... In 
my opinion it would be an unspeakable tragedy 
for your Church to unite with mine... I have 
made an intensive study of the situation and 
my conclusions are based on documentary evi- 
dence and not hearsay.”’ Lawyer, Maryland. 


“In writing to you again, I want to reiterate 
what I have told you before, namely, how much 
help and inspiration I am receiving from The 
Journal ... emphasis on the supernatural so 
fine, and oh, so greatly needed in these times! 
Be assured of my heartfelt good wishes and 
continuing prayers on behalf of your publica- 
tion.’”’ Texas, Pastor. 


“The Journal has indeed become an impor- 
tant part of my reading, and I am sure that I 
am not alone in telling you that yours is truly 
a ‘voice in the wilderness,’ keeping persons 
such as myself informed about behind-the- 
scenes affairs about which we otherwise would 
never learn ... Tennessee, Student. 


“T assure you that it is a real satisfaction to 
me to know of the work you are doing in the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., through The Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Journal. I am in full agree- 
ment with your position ... 1 have been fol- 
lowing your work with real interest ... re- 
joice at the success... it is a ceaseless struggle 
with the forces of unbelief ready to take con- 
trol any time the evangelical forces relax their 
vigilance.” Ph.D., California. 





“Your issue of September 15th ... I was al- 
ready planning to write you. I also believe in 
the plenary and verbal inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures ... Florida, Pastor. 


“T have just received the Number 7 of ‘The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal’ and I read it 
through. I have always read your paper with 


interest, but lately my interest has been 
deeper, because of its position about Mod- 
ernism and the Plan of Union of the U. S. and 
U.S.A. Church I agree 100 percent with 
your editorial, ‘One Gate Before Twelve.’ ” 
Brazilian Pastor. 





“We value The Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal greatly and always read it with great in- 
terest. We thank God for the work you are 
doing.’”’ Missionary, Korea. 





“We know the Lord is using your wit- 
ness ... we have the privilege of reading The 
Journal ... May God richly bless your labor in 
His service.” Missionary, Africa. 


“We read The Journal eagerly and rejoice in 
its witness for the truth.”’ Missionary, China. 


“IT read The Journal with much interest and 
profit. In the main I agree with your policies 
and position Keep it on a high plane and 
you will continue to win men to your cause.” 
Missionary, Korea. 


“Please send me 25 copies of September Ist 
issue. I want each of my elders to read ‘Let 
Ruling Elders Be Ruling Elders.’ Arkansas, 
Pastor. 

“Go on in the strength of God ... and for 
the sake of Christ’s cause and covenant, keep 
your Church in its independency. Union with 
ours (alas!) would be a calamity.” U.S.A. 
Pastor. 


“Below is list of elders of this 
Church ... enter subscription for each for one 
year—I am enclosing check for these subscrip- 
tions.’’ Mississippi, Pastor. 


“Was surprised to see the favorable write-up 
he (Mencken) gave Dr. J. Gresham Machen as 
reported in your Journal of September 15th. 
The article so skilfully upholds fundamentalism 
in Christianity as against Modernism that I am 
prompted to ask for seven additional copies.” 
Washington, D. C. 


“T know that all people in the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church who really ‘know the score’ 
appreciate the fine work you are doing for the 
common cause.” Atlanta, Elder. 


‘Please send me approximately 25 copies of 
The Journal for my officers. I want to use these 
to interest the people in the issues before the 
Church and to secure new subscriptions.”’ South 
Carolina, Pastor. 

“ ... express full approval of the stand your 
paper takes I also like your presentation 
of the Sunday School Lesson ... Please keep 
up the fine work.” Florida, Elder. 


“The Journal is waging a valiant fight in a 
fine spirit ... get more men to write for it. 
Your spread on Pages 14 and 15 of August Ist 
issue the most effective thing I have seen in the 
Journal in a long time.” Texas, Elder. 
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“T have read with deep interest the last two 
copies of The Journal. They are splendid. They 
are along the right lines.” Mississippi, Elder. 





But, all is not sweetness and light. In this batch of 
about eighty letters, only a part of which we have 
quoted above, there were three which view The 
Journal with a little less than approval: 


“TI think your action is detrimental to the 


progress of our great Church. You are wasting 
your time on the Paul Robesons of the Devil 


while the work around you is neglected.” Vir- 
ginia, Pastor. 


“While you are fundamentalists you are, 
nevertheless, Pharisees in doctrine, schismatics 
n ecclesiology, Nazis on racism, obscuran- 
tists on interpretation ... I’d no more think 
of spending good money on The Journal than 
I would of hiring a man to beat me over the 
head, or to put scorpions in my bed.”’ U.S.A., 
Pastor. 





“Every issue of your paper makes me mad- 
der than the one before, and I just don’t teel 


that I ought to break the habit, now that it 
peps me up to do ever so much harder work 
and my anger lasts the full two weeks till a 
new issue comes along... ”’ Ph.D., Texas. 


At least, for once, we have given you a glimpse of 
some of the correspondence our Editor handles 


daily. L.N.B. 


What Are They? 


“The Presbyterian Outlook,” in its criticism of 
Dr. Fulton’s moderatorial sermon, stated that ‘“‘the 
difficulties which beset us come more largely from 
those who wish to use ancient methods in stating 
truth,’’ etc., etc. 


In our issue of June 15th we specifically asked 
the “Presbyterian Outlook” to state what are these 
ancient methods for stating truth to which they 
object. We asked just what are the ‘‘channels of 
medieval or Sixteenth Century thought” which are 
unacceptable. What are the “thought forms” at 
which the liberal rebels? 


We waited six weeks and in our August Ist issue 
again asked ‘“‘The Presbyterian Outlook” to answer 
these questions. We did not raise the issue. We 
were challenged with holding to a medieval in- 
terpretation of the Gospel. We were accused of 
stating truth in a mold not agreeable to the modern 


mind. Our thought-forms were found wanting. 

But, when we ask just what the difference is, 
there has been a silence so loud that it thunders. 
One is forced to the conclusion that the “thought- 
forms” espoused by “The Presbyterian Outlook’”’ 
may not stand the scrutiny of the Scriptures and 
the Standards of our Church. 


This discussion may be distasteful to some but 
we believe it will do more to put the finger on 
the heart of our trouble than anything which has 
happened in our church in a long time. 


Our position has been labeled as the source of 
the “difficulties” in our church. Certainly the 
church has a right to hear wherein that position 
is wrong. Will ‘“‘The Presbyterian Outlook” answer? 

L. N. B. 


Are We A Creedal Church 
Or Are We Not? 


This question would seem to be both pertinent 
and in order. Eight years ago this writer raised 
this issue regarding the teaching and printed state- 
ments of a learned and popular Professor of Union 
Theological Seminary. The issue was clearly made 
at that time. The question raised was clearly set 
forth—Do we support our declared creed as set 
forth in our Confession of Faith regarding the 
sacred authority of Scripture, or may we modify 
that statement as we may individually elect and 
may sincerely believe and receive no official chal- 
lenge from the church with regard to our published 
departure from its officially declared position? 





The Assembly of 1941 declared that it was with- 
out authority to make any deliverance on the issue 
raised. Mark the significance of its declaration! 
OUR ASSEMBLY IS WITHOUT AUTHORITY TO 
REVIEW OR PASS ON—WITH APPROVAL OR 
DISAPPROVAL — THE NATURE OF THE 
TEACHING IN ITS LARGEST SEMINARY! We 
submit this declaration is nothing short of prepos- 
terous! Of course, ‘Personal’ prosecution and 
‘“‘personal” trial is reserved by our Book of Church 
Order to the original jurisdiction of the Presbytery 
but that our Assembly is helpless to hear testimony 
and declare its views as to the soundness of the 
doctrine taught or the desirability of such teaching 
in its leading seminary or to declare its concurrence 
or disapproval of a Seminary professors doctrinal 
position, AS A PROFESSOR, is indeed startling! 
We cannot believe another Assembly would support 
such a ruling of such tragic potentials to the Church 
at large! (See Assembly Minutes of 1941—-Page 
47-49.) 


In that instance, this writer declared that either 
this Professor’s alleged teaching and belief should 
be officially examined and condemned or that this 
writer merited public and official condemnation fo1 
the accusations made. He further recommended 
that the Professor’s Presbytery take appropriate 
“personal” action. Nothing was done! ‘“‘A com- 
mittee from this Professor’s Presbytery was ap- 
pointed to examine the record and report to the 
Presbytery. No adverse witness or adverse testi- 
mony was heard by this committee! Those opposing 
the Professor’s position specifically offered to 
appear and testify. They were never so much as 
requested to do so. The Committee reported “favo1 
ably”? and the issue closed. The above is a succinct 
statement of the record. It is both interesting and 
appalling as the record of a great Church with a 
declared sacred Creed and Confession of Faith! 


The reader will please note—and note well! No 
accusation was made that this Professor was 
insincere in his belief; or that he was not an able 
and beloved Professor; nor was the charge made 
as an attack on him as a Christian gentleman. The 
charge made was that his official statements de- 
clared he was not a Southern Presbyterian ac- 
cording to its Creed! The charge still stands—and 
unheard by any church Court — that the views 
which he declared are at variance with the publicly 
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declared Creed of our Church as set forth in its 
Confession of Faith. Surely, it would seem, such 
being the case, either the Professor’s teaching 
should change or our Profession of Faith change! 





Again this issue—the Authority of Scripture—is 
brought clearly and frankly into focus before our 
Church in the statements of an esteemed Doctor 
of Divinity in the Southern Presbyterian Church as 
published in the Christian Century of June 22nd. 
We quote again in order that the issue raised be 
clear and without misunderstanding. Reporting on 
our last Assembly—(Christian Century issue of 
June 22, 1949)—and referring to the Conservative 
wing of the Southern Church, this Minister writes 
as follows: 


“There will be a little handful of willful 
men who will persist in this sober-faced mum- 
mery. They were outnumbered this year, but 
they will read their Bibles literally about a 
God who drowned the world in a flood and 
slaughtered some millions of Canaanites to 
make room for some Hebrews he had arbi- 
trarily chosen and who wound up his revelation 
of himself and of his will to men by saying 
that his followers must cast out everybody who 
happened to think otherwise than they thought, 
and so reading their Bibles they have already 
begun planning for next year when they hope 
to reverse all that was done this year and to 
build a Chinese wall around our corner of the 
Heavenly Father’s world, and so to wait in 
happy isolation until He comes (and most of 
them think that “coming” is near at hand) 
to blow a literal trumpet and to blast all who 
may not have a certain mark on their fore- 
heads, and so ‘by force and not by persuasion’ 
to set up a kingdom with headquarters in 
Jerusalem and with couriers pouring in by 
camel-post to bring word of happenings here 
and there until a day will dawn when all will 
be over as far as human interests or responsi- 
bilities are concerned, when God will finally 
damn a portion of his creation and will settle 
down to a comfortable family life with those 
who have accepted the definitions of West- 
minster and Chalcedon and who by some in- 
scrutable wit and wisdom have succeeded in 
pleasing him, who worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will and who has no patience 
whatsoever with those millions of his creatures 
who have learned anything since 1643, or A.D. 
451.” 


Again—and please note well!—no personal attack 
is here made on the Minister in question. As in the 
case of the Seminary Professor, this writer has 
never had an unpleasant word or experience with 
this Minister. There is no desire to persecute him 
or to cause him unnecessary embarrassment. There 
is, however, the very frank and earnest desire that 
our Church—officially—repudiate such declarations 
as the above as being outside of and contrary to its 
declared official Creed and Confession of Faith. 
The Minister here cited is an elderly gentleman. 
We do in no way presume to impugn his status 
as a sincere Christian. We unhesitatingly declare 
that such beliefs and statements as that quoted 
above are foreign and hostile to our declared 
position as a Creedal Church! 


The question has been asked, who made us “the 
arbitrator’ and “‘all wise” declarer of the Creed of 
The Southern Church? The answer is both simple 
and direct—No One! The further answer is also 
both simple and direct, viz, that it does not require 


the degree of Doctor of Divinity nor diploma as 
a graduate in Theology to discern ecclesiastical 
duplicity! Our Church has publicly declared its 
Creed. Parents in our homes have a right to expect 
that we defend that declaration! Representatives of 
at least two other Denominations have already 
asked in essence ‘“‘What does your Church propose 
to do with such declarations in the light of its 
declared Creed and Confession of Faith?!” 

Brethren, let us be both frank and honest. Let 
us face this issue and have the courage and 
directness to declare our official position. Let us, 
by official action, support our Confession as it is 
now written and published or let us have the 
courage to officially declare that this Confession 
does not now represent our Creedal belief and 
proceed to amend it accordingly. We submit we 
cannot with honor do otherwise! This statement 
was not published in a wayside weekly. It appeared 
in The Christian Century of June 22nd, a “Church 
paper” with one of the largest circulations in the 
nation! Either we are a creedal Church or we are 
not! The least that we can do, if we would retain 
our honor before the world and the respect of 
thinking Churchmen, is to redeclare this Confession 
of Faith as our official and approved Creed or 
modify that confession so that views like those 
hereinabove cited are within our declared belief 
and doctrine. Here again is the challenge that we 
“Fly our Colors.” We have officially declared our 
Confession of Faith. Thoughtful churchmen have 
grounds to and do wonder—‘Do they really mean 
it?” An increasing number of our own members 
are sincerely questioning, “Where do we stand,— 
Are we a Creedal Church—or are we not?” 

— Tom Glasgow. 





The Virgin Birth 
Christian Faith Or 
Theological Jargon? 





In the Atlanta evening paper a faithful pastor 
advertises the following theme for his sermon to- 
morrow: “I Believe In The Virgin Birth.” For this 
Pastor the Virgin Birth of Christ is an integral 
part of the Christian Faith. The same is true of 
every believer who truthfully repeats the Apostles’ 
Creed. And this confession—at least in its primi- 
tive form—has been the baptismal creed of Chris- 
tendom since about the year 100 (so Kattenbusch). 
3ehind the Creed are the historical statements in 
Matthew and Luke of the conception of Christ by 
the power of the Most High as the Virgin Mary 
yielded herself in obedience to the Word of God. 
The first and third Gospels were probably written 
in the sixties of the first century and the material 
they contain was the faith of the _ primitive 
churches in that and in the preceding decades. In 
other words, this is the Christian Faith confessed 
by all believers, everywhere, all the time. Those 
who first opposed it—the Ebionites and Celsus— 
were rejected by the ancient Church. Perhaps, the 
finest modern defense of the Virgin Birth is given 
in the Smythe Lectures delivered at Columbia 
Theological Seminary by Dr. J. Gresham Machen, 
of Princeton—later of Westminster. 


The truth of the Virgin Birth is a part of the 
faith of the Church. The U.S.A. Assembly of 1925 
rightly held that a candidate who is unable to 
affirm his acceptance of the plain historical ac- 
counts of the virgin birth in Matthew and Luke 
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has so qualified as to nullify his first ordination 
vow, that is, he really does not accept the Scrip- 
tures as being the Word of God, the only infallible 
rule of faith. 


Again, while there may be occasional exceptions 
the general rule is that those who reject the Virgin 


Birth also qualify or reject the pre-existent Deity 
of Christ. They tend to treat our Lord as a mere 
human person and not as God, the eternal Son, who 
became also full and complete man for us men and 
for our salvation. Since His personality is eternal 
He may be expected to enter into human life in a 
different way than the way our temporal person- 
alities begin. The Incarnation of God is the stu- 
pendous miracle—accept it without reservation and 
you expect nothing less miraculous than a virgin 
birth as the method by which God became also 
man. And conversely those who quibble over the 
virgin birth generally end by presenting Christ as 
a mere man in whom God did something rather 
than as God who became also man. The virgin birth 
has guided the Church into correct thinking about 


Christ. 


Rejection of the virgin birth of Christ generally 
means the rejection of all of the miracles, that is, 
of the genuinely miraculous character of the 
mighty deeds of Christ. It generally means that 
these rejectors accept a Platonic or idealistic 
rather than a Biblical and Christian world and life 
view. They regard the physical world as controlled 
by the laws of nature rather than by God and their 
God is consequently a limited God—limited by a 
physical world which He did not create and cannot 
control. On the other hand, the living God who 
speaks in the Bible created the earth as well as the 
heavens and does His will in the armies of heaven 
and among men. He calls the things that are not 
and at His call they are. He works all things after 
the counsel of His own will. And none can stay His 
hand or say unto Him what doeth Thou? Rejection 
of the Virgin Birth Signifies rejection of the super- 
natural or miraculous character of Christ and of 
His Works—acceptance of the Virgin Birth means 
the acceptance of the supernatural Christ—in His 
Divine Person and in His mighty Works. It means 
faith in the risen, living Christ conqueror of death, 
supernaturally acting today to re-create souls that 
otherwise are dead in trespasses and sins. It means 
faith in a Christ great enough to raise the dead, 
judge the world, and create a new heaven and a 
new earth at His Coming in Glo 








Yet this summer the most popular professor at 
Union Theological Seminary in New York was re- 
ported as decrying the Virgin Birth of Christ as 
mere “theological jargon.’”’ Now Union Seminary 
was for many years a Presbyterian institution and 
it still uses the endowment funds it collected as a 
Presbyterian Seminary. Furthermore, the assets of 
Auburn Presbyterian Theological Seminary are now 
an endowment used to finance Presbyterian students 
through this non-denominational seminary. The 


President of Union declined to accept the histor- 
ical statements of Matthew and Luke as to the 
virgin birth at his own licensure, so he will hardly 


object to Dr. Niebuhr’s negative teaching on the 
Virgin Birth or to the students following the same. 
In case of a union with the U.S.A. Church these 
men will pour into our pulpits unless the Plan of 
Union maintains the safeguards that our Southern 
Presbyterian Church now has to protect us against 
this eventuality. Therefore, we, the Covenanters 
for Lord Jesus Christ, ask that the Plan of Union 
incorporate the Southern Presbyterian Assembly’s 
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interpretation of the Presbyterian ordination vows, 
according to which these vows include the doctrine 
that Christ being true and eternal God became also 
man by being born of a virgin. —Wnm. C. R. 


The Natural Man And 
The Supernatural 


Christ 


The Christian religion is a supernatural religion. 
God’s act of redemption for man is a supernatural 
act. The atonement is a supernatural work of God 
whereby a lost sinner may be cleansed and come 
into His holy presence. 





From beginning to end man is faced with the ne- 
cessity of accepting by faith supernatural acts per- 
formed for his benefit, or of rejecting God’s love 
and grace. 


The natural man cannot understand the super- 
natural because it is out of his realm. The natural 
mind revolts against the submission necessary be- 
fore spiritual things can be understood. 


The Hebrew of the ninth verse of Isaiah 6 is 
literally: “Though ye hear again and again ye are 
doomed, because of your perverse will not to 
understand.” 


Compared to this we have the words of our Lord: 
“If any man willeth to do his will he shall know of 
the doctrine, whether it be of God.” 


Our generation is no different from those which 
have preceded us but naturalistic philosophy is the 
basis of our educational system and our young 
people need, oh so greatly, to realize that we can- 
not explain spiritual values in terms which the 
world can understand and accept. It requires an 
act of faith and God will honor that faith. 


Paul knew the problems then and now and he 
wrote to Timothy: “I charge thee in the sight of 
God, and of Christ Jesus, who shall judge the liv- 
ing and the dead, and by his appearing and his 
kingdom: preach the word: be urgent in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come 
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 
having itching ears, will heap to themselves tea- 
chers after their own lusts; and will turn away 
their ears from the truth and turn aside unto 
fables. But be thou sober in all things, suffer hard- 
ship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil thy min- 


Ty. 


We can no more explain the new birth than we 
can explain God’s other mysterious acts but we 
can experience it by faith. 


Christ’s pre-existence, His incarnation, His virgin 
birth, His life, His atoning death, His resurrection 
and ascension and His coming again are all super- 
natural facts. 


God give us the grace to receive the supernatural 
Christ by believing the record He has given. Things 
which before were obscure and foolish become 
glorious realities. In that way alone do we pass 
from death into life. L.N.B. 





Can Worldliness Be 
Christianized P 





We have before us a clipping from one of our 
Southern city newspapers and quote in part as 
follows: “Presbyterians sho do know how to throw 
a party! The excursion to that the city- 
wide Presbyterian Youth Fellowship made for a 
swimming, eating, and square-dancing was some- 
thing to talk about.’”’ Then follows a description of 
an impersonation of Esther Williams which was 
“perfect.” 








Then this paragraph. “ is really a 


bridge fiend, not much ahead of — —, — —, 
——, — —, — —. — — had never played before, 
but did as well as some others who could be 
mentioned. Maybe thats the secret — don’t pretend 


to know what you are doing.” 


We know our objection will come as a surprise 
to some but we firmly believe that when our 
Presbyterian young people are taught to play 
bridge at a Presbyterian Youth Fellowship party 
the time has come to protest and to protest in 
terms as vigorous as possible. 


The defense will be: “Let us have our young 
people in wholesome surroundings for their recrea- 
tion.”” This same argument has been given for 
generations but it is wholly invalid. 


The Church is, or should be, a group of redeemed 
ones, set aside unto the Lord. “In the world but not 
of the world” is our Saviour’s description of his 
disciples. Strange to say, the world looks at the 
Church and has standards for the Church and 
Christians which it expects them to maintain. When 
the Church drops those standards it loses its 
testimony before the world. 


Those who would assume places of leadership 
among our young people are wholly lacking in 
imagination if they think that conformity to worldly 
standards is necessary for a good time. There are 
so many exciting, wholly enjoyable and satisfying 
Ways to have a good time which are wholesome, 
that it is tragic to ape the world—from which our 
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children are supposed to have been saved—in 
planning their recreation and entertainment. 


Frankly, the parent whose child was taught to 
play bridge at this Youth Fellowship party, has 
both the right and the duty to protest to those 
responsible and to see that the Church authorities 
take appropriate action. Surely our children should 
find standards in the Church which will enable 
them to distinguish between the Church and the 
world! 


We have stated before and we repeat here: The 
witness and testimony of the Church is failing today 
because Christians are not maintaining personal 
standards of Christian living in keeping with their 
profession. This is not a matter of debatable 
importance. It is a question of spiritual power and 
that power comes, not from being conformed to 
this world but by being transformed by the 
renewing of our minds, that we may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 


Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, that great preacher and 
soul-winner, whose preaching at Montreat proved 
such a blessing to those who heard him there, used 
to tell the following story: 


“While a friend of mine was conducting a 
meeting one morning, a tramp came in and 
said, ‘‘My father and mother used to sit in this 
pew. It is the first church I ever attended. My 
father was an officer of this church. Seven 
boys used to sit in this pew in the Sunday 
School Class. We had a great love and respect 
for our Sunday School teacher. Saturday after- 
noon she invited us to her home, entertaining 
with music, eatables and a look over the lesson. 
After a while she was anxious to please us and 
hold us, and she taught us the names of cards. 
None had ever used cards. We became enthusi- 


——- oe 
ee a 


astic over it, learning different games. After 
a while we would not give so much time to the 
lesson, but she let us have more time for 
playing cards, and would show us some more 
tricks. After a while we were off in the cotton 
gins playing cards and not going to her home. 
Later we failed to go to Sunday School. Cards, 
cigarettes, after a while drink and gambling. 
We all at different times left our homes. Two 
of those boys have been hung, three are in 
state’s prison for life, one a vagabond like 
myself. No one knows where he is and if the 
authorities knew I was here I would be arrested 
and put behind the bars. All I wish is that that 
teacher had never taught us how to play 
cards.” 

As he stood there broken-hearted, a lady at 
the right and near the pulpit, dressed in 
mourning, arose, went to where the man was, 
fell on the floor with a scream, and said, ““My 
God! I am the Sunday School teacher that did 
it.” She fainted and we did not know but that 
she was dead. She revived. The woman was not 
seen any more in the meeting and the man 
disappeared.” 


This story sounds extreme, and it is, but the point 
for which we are contending is this—worldliness 
is getting such a grip on the Church today and 
there is so little being said in opposition that the 
inevitable result is spiritual loss for those involved. 


Christians are the only people in this world with 
the right to be happy. “‘All this and heaven too” 
is ours. But, the way of happiness is found in a 
complete surrender of our lives to Christ. He will 
show us the way He wants us to go, the things He 
wants us to do and the things He wants us to say. 
“In His presence is joy for ever more.” 

— L.N. B. 





What The Northern 
Presbyterian Church Did To 
Dr. J. Gresham Machen 


("Exploring Avenues Of Acquaintance And Co-operation”) 
By Chalmers W. Alexander 


Jackson 


.-+ Mississippi 


This is the seventh in the series of articles by Chalmers W. Alexander under the heading, “Exploring Ave- 
nues of Acquaintance And Co-operation.” This is an informative new series of articles written 


by one of the most able laymen in 


Ill: THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DR. 
MACHEN’S DISMISSAL 


The Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions was incorporated in December of 1933, 
with Dr. Machen as its President. ‘‘And for its gen- 
eral secretary and most active worker,” Time re- 
ported, in its April 23, 1934, issue, “‘they chose no 
grizzled Presbyterian die-hard, but a keen, quick- 
smiling young missionary named Charles J. Wood- 
bridge. 

The Board’s General Secretary 


“Princeton students, and especially soccer 
players, of a decade ago remember Charley Wood- 
bridge well. They remember him carrying trays in 
Commons as he worked his way through, They re- 





the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


member his antic agility on the soccer field where 
he more than held his own in the forward line 
against much heavier men. He had learned the game 
from the English at school in China, where he was 
born in 1901 in a family which counts 14 genera- 
tions of ministers, back to 1493. They remember 
that, without being a ‘greasy grind,’ Charley Wood- 
bridge was always near the head of his class in 
studies and that without being a meddlesome 
‘Christer’ he was quietly, sincerely, and it seemed 
merrily, pious. 

“Charley Woodbridge emerged from Princeton 
Seminary untouched by its liberalism, studied at 
Berlin and Marburg, took a pastorate in Flushing 
L. I., where he married a missionary’s daughter. 
When he went as a missionary to the French Ca- 
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meroun in 1932 it was to replace a man who had 
been fatally stung by an insect. Studying the local 
dialect, Missionary Woodbridge evangelized for six 
months in the malaria-ridden jungle, then took 
charge of 110 evangelists covering 5,000 sq. mi. A 
firm bible-believer, he learned to deplore the ways 
of the official Presbyterian Board, such as when a 
member on an inspection tour addressed 3,500 
naked Cameroun heathens who had never heard of 
the Gospel, on the subject: ‘The Power of the Per- 
sonality.’ When informed of his election as secre- 
tary of the upstart Board, Missionary Woodbridge 
resigned his post, returned in Jaunary with his 
pretty wife and two daughters.” 


The Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions got off to a flying start. Many Bible- 
believing Presbyterians volunteered to go imme- 
diately as foreign missionaries through the agency 
of the new Independent Board. And very shortly 
some of these volunteers began to be placed in the 
foreign mission fields. The prospects for the future 
of the Independent Board were bright and prom- 


ising. 
The Northern Presbyterian 
“Machine” Gets Under Way 


So much interest was shown by Bible-believing 
Presbyterians in this new Independent Board that 
it aroused to action some of the ecclesiastical dig- 
nitaries of the Northern Presbyterian Church who 
held positions of great power and influence, and 
they began to use that power and influence. 


As a result of their efforts, the General Assembly 
of 1934 directed “that all ministers and laymen 
affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. who are officers, trustees or members of the 
‘Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 
sions’ ... sever their connection with this Board,” 
and that in case of their refusal so to act, the pres- 
byteries to which they were subject should institute 
disciplinary proceedings against them. 

When the Presbytery of New Brunswick called 


upon Dr. Machen to resign his membership in the 
Independent Board, his reply was a positive and 








determined refusal. Then the Presbytery preferred 
charges against Dr. Machen for disobeying the 


0 rde Yr. 
The Trial Of Dr. Machen 


Dr. Machen was tried as charged, and the Pres- 
bytery of New Brunswick found him guilty and 
brought in a verdict that he should be suspended 
from the ministry of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church. This took place in 1935. 


Immediately following the announcement of the 
Presbytery’s judgment, Dr. Machen issued a state- 
ment, part of which is quoted here (the emphasis 
is added): “The Special Judicial Commission of the 
Presbytery of New Brunswick has simply con- 
demned me without giving me a hearing. I am con- 
demned for failing to obey a lawful order; but 
when my counsel, the Rev. H. McAllister Griffiths, 
offered to prove that the order that I had disobeyed 
was not lawful but unlawful the court refused to 
hear a word of argument. I am condemned for 
making false assertions about the Modernism of 
the official Board of Foreign Missions but when my 
counsel offered to prove that those assertions were 
not false but true, the court would not hear a word 
of the evidence that we were perfectly ready to 
produce. It is not too much to say that a trial con- 
ducted in that fashion is nothing but a farce.” 


Nor was Dr. Machen the only person who felt 
that the trial did not offer him an opportunity to 
get to the heart of the problem and present the 
evidence in his defense. In an interview published 
in The New York Times shortly after the judgment 
in Dr. Machen’s case was announced, Dr. Daniel 
Russell, Moderator of the Presbytery of New 
York—the outstanding liberal Presbytery of the 
entire Northern Presbyterian Church—remarked: 
“| .. there must be a widespread feeling of sorrow 
together with something of sympathy for the ac- 
cused in that, after thirty years of distinguished 
service to religion, this famed scholar, whether 
through his own fault or otherwise, has been con- 
demned by his Presbytery, and that his denomina- 
tion, if the condemnation is sustained, can find no 
place in which his brilliant gifts may be utilized. 
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“This is the more regrettable because Dr. Machen 
has steadily upheld those doctrines which, historic- 
ally, have stood central in reformed theology. In 
an age of loose thinking, of vague conjecture in 
the areas of Christian faith, his positi ion has been 
clear-cut, definite; the fruit of intellectual insight 
and passionate conviction 


“Was Dr. Machen’s trial a fair one? Ecclesias- 
tical lawyers may maintain that no question of doc- 
trine is involved. In the more adequate view there 
are doctrinal differences which run into the heart 
of the entire problem. These the accused was not 
permitted to discuss in his defense.”” (The emphasis 


is added. ) 
The Judgment Is Affirmed 


Immediately after the judgment of the 
tery of New eanet ‘+k was announced, Dr. 
appealed to the Synod of New Jersey; and the 
Synod affirmed the — nt of the Presbytery. 
Then Dr. Machen appeale ae » the General Assembly 
of the Northern eaes sbyt zn Church; and the Gen- 
eral Assembly affirm: dt the , judgme nt of the Synod 
of New Jersey. 


Presby- 
Machen 


Thus, in 1936, Dr. Machen was kicked out of the 
ministry of the Northern Presbyterian Church be- 
cause he had helped establish and run a foreign 
missions board which would not tolerate Modernism 
or give it support in the foreign missions work! 

And Dr. Charles Woodbridge, the General Sec- 
retary of the independent Board (who is now the 
distinguished Pastor of the Independent Presbyte- 
rian Church of Savannah, Georgia), and other as- 
sociates of Dr. Machen in the Independent Board 
enterprise were likewise tried and kicked out of 
the ministry of the Northern Presbyterian Church. 


Cause For Very Serious 
Thought 


Right at this very point uthern Presby- 
terian, who hitherto may have had very little con- 
cern about the proposed union of our de nomina- 
tion with the much larger Northern Presbyterian 
Church, should pause for some very serious think- 
ing. 


every So 


That which should give him occasion for serious 
thought is the striking contrast between how the 
Northern Presbyterian Church treated Dr. Henry 
P. Van Dusen and Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, on the 
one hand, and how treated Dr. Charles Wood- 
bridge and Dr. Machen, on the other. 


Dr. Van Dusen And Dr. 
Woodbridge 


Dr. Van Dusen is a graduate of Princeton Uni- 
versity and of Union Theological Seminary of New 
York City. He is a Modernist and at present he is 
the President of Union Theological Seminary of 
New York. He is also a member of the 
Foreign Missions of the Northern 
Church. 


Dr. Woodbridge is a graduate of Pri 
versity and a graduate of Princeton 
Seminary. He is widely 
Christian. 


Board of 
Presbyt erian 


neeton Uni- 
Theological 
known as a Bible-believing 


Now when Dr. Van Dusen was licensed as a min- 
ister, he did not affirm belief in the Virgin Birth. 
But the Presbytery of New York licensed him any- 
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how. The General Assembly of 1925 directed the 
Presbytery of New York to correct this improper 
licensure, and it issued a formal judicial decision to 
that effect. But this judicial decision was ignored, 
and Dr. Van Dusen was ordained. 


Dr. Van Dusen flatly refused to accept the formal 
ruling of several General Assemblies that the Vir- 
gin Birth was a doctrine essential to proper min- 
isterial licensure. Now what treatment has Dr. Van- 
Dusen received since that event? Why, he has been 
accorded the high honor of representing the Nor- 
thern Presbyterian Church at the Madras Confer- 
ence in 1938 and at the World Council of Churches 
meeting in Amsterdam in 1948! 


Dr. Woodbridge, on the other hand, was ordered 
to sever his connection with the Independent 
Board for Foreign Missions (which came into being 
because of the Modernism existing in the missions 
activities of the Board Foreign Missions of the 
Northern Presbyterian Church). Dr. Woodbridge 
flatly refused to obey this order. 


Dr. Woodbridge thus ignored an ‘‘in thesi’”’ de- 
liverance (which does not have the force of a for- 
mal judicial decision) of the General Assembly of 
1934. Now what treatment did Dr. Woodbridge re- 
eive after that? Why, he was booted out of the 
ministry of the Northern Presbyterian Church! 


Dr. Coffin And Dr. Machen 


Let us consider, 


” 


briefly, another contrast. 


In the General Assembly of 1925, Dr. Coffin, one 
»f America’s leading Mode. be ay and a signer of the 
heretical Auburn Affirmation, deliberately defied 
the General Assembly. He openly declared his nulli- 
fication of the action of that General Assembly in 
condemning the Presbytery of New York for li- 
censing Dr. Van Dusen—and this nullification car- 
ried in such a way that it in effect set aside the 
judicial decision of the 1925 General Assembly, 
which decision is actually recorded in the official 
Minutes of the Assembly for that year. 


What happened to Dr. Coffin after this? He was 
elected to the high office of Moderator of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of 1943! 


Dr. Machen, on the other hand, like Dr. 
ridge, disregarded an “‘in thesi’’ de] 
General Assembly of 1934. 


W ood- 
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In the interest of closer acquaintance with the 
Northern Presbyterian Church, we Southern Pres- 
byterians have a right to demand an answer to this 
question: Why did the Northern Presbyterian 
Church sacrifice the two ministers who valiantly 
defended the historic Christian Faith and at the 
same time reward and honor the two ministers who 
have consistently rejected it? 


Mrs. Buck’s Opinion Of Dr. 
Machen And His Opponents 


Among the thousands of persons who followed 
with close attention the trial and suspension from 
the ministry of Dr. Machen in 1936 was Mrs. Pear] 
S. Buck. When Dr. Machen died on January 1, 1937, 
Mrs. Buck wrote the following comments in The 
New Republic. As Dr. Machen had been instru- 
mental in bringing about Mrs. Buck’s resignation 
under pressure as a missionary of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church, naturally she could be ex- 
pected to say some sharp things, and even some 
very unfair things, about him. But what is really 
unexpected in the following quotation is the opinion 
that Mrs. Buck, herself a Modernist, expressed 
about the Modernists and some of the so-called 
“‘middle-of-the-road” group who hold high places 
in the Northern Presbyterian Church. She remarked 
(the emphasis is added): 

“T admired Dr. Machen very much while I dis- 
agreed with him on every point. And we had much 
the same fate. I was kicked out of the back door of 
the Church and he was kicked out of the front one. 
He retaliated by establishing a Church of his own. 
The Mother Church was called the Presbyterian 
Church of the United States of America, but he 
gave his Church a bigger name—the Presbyterian 
Church of America. Of course what he did not 
realize was that he could never have lived in a 
Church. As soon as it had become an entity he 
would have had to compromise with this opinion or 
that, or more impossible still to him, with a ma- 
jority opinion, and he would have had to break 
again with them all. One might say death was 
merciful to him, except I have an idea he enjoyed 
his wars. 

“The man was admirable. He never gave in one 
inch to anyone. He never bowed his head. It was 
not in him to trim or compromise, to accept any 
peace that was less than triumph. He was a glor- 
ious enemy because he was completely open and 
direct in his angers and hatreds. He stood for some- 
thing and everyone knew what it was. There was no 
shilly-shally in him. His attacks were intelligently 
conceived and logically executed, with a ruthless- 
ness that was extraordinary in its consistency. In 
another age he would have burned people at the 
stake in serene confidence that he was serving God 
truly. And so he would have been, for his God was 
a jealous God, and he served with a_ whole- 
eartedness of which only a few great spirits are 
capable. In a present world of dubious woven 
grays, his life was a flaming thread of scarlet, re- 
gardless and undismayed. He was afraid of nothing 
and of no one. Fortunately he was called to the lim- 
ted field of Protestant religion. In the Catholic 
Church he might have become a dangerously pow- 
erful figure, and had he found his expression in 
politics, our country might have chosen him as the 
first candidate for dictatorship. It was therefore a 
comparatively mild matter that he merely hounded 
from the Church those who held a creed different 
from his own. 

“The Church has lost a colorful figure and a 
mind which stimulated by its constant contrary 
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activities. He added life to the Church, and it needs 
life. And we have all lost something in him. We 
have lost a man whom our times can ill spare, a 
man who had convictions which were real to him 
and who fought for those convictions and held to 
them through every change in time and human 
thought. There was a power in him which was posi- 
tive in its very negations. He was worth a hundred 
of his fellows who, as princes of the Church, occupy 
easy places and play their church politics and trim 
their sails to every wind, who in their smug obser- 
vance of the conventions of life and religion offend 
all honest and searching spirits. No forthright mind 
can live among them, neither the honest skeptic nor 
the honest dogmatist. I wish Dr. Machen had lived 


to go on fighting them.” 
A Fairer View Of Dr. 
Machen’s Endeavor 
At the same time that Mrs. Pearl S. Buck was 


writing her commen an opinion free of any and 
all alps ce, either for or against Dr. Machen, was 
being written by a completely disinterested com- 
mentator, Albert C. Diffenbach, himself a_Uni- 
tarian, who is brilliant Religious Editor of The 
Evening Transcript of Boston, Mass. Writing in 
that paper he stated (the emphasis is added) 


“Now all that Machen ever did was to hold fast 
to the faith and insist that those of his denomina- 
tion who had taken their vows should do likewise. 
He was unwilling to yield an inch to the trend of 
modern thought. That in his sight did not touch the 
eternal Word of God, unchanging and unchange- 
able. He had the scholarship to make himself read 
and heard. . 


‘“‘Whatever the developments may be, one must 
salute the great spirit of Machen who knew the 
height and depth and breadth of religion. Differ 
from him as one will, he was a Christian of apos- 
tolic ardor. He believed in the infallible Bible, the 
virgin birth of Jesus, the atoning sacrifice of Christ, 
the final and complete redemptive authority of God. 
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Machen was not intolerant in the harsh sense. He 
was a lover of his fellows, a companion of the 
greatest charm, and he fought for what he believed 
was the truth always in the Christian spirit. Of 
course he did not tolerate what he felt was wrong, 
and no real person does. Tolerance after this man- 
ner is immoral and mean. Machen was a funda- 
mentalist in the sense that he would make his doc- 
trines prevail if he could, but though he was a for- 
midable protagonist, and stood defiant and some- 
times vehement against actions that to him were 
ethically evil and intellectually subversive to Chris- 
tianity, it is hazarding little to say that in all of 
his embattled career he did not forget his cause or 
himself.”’ 


What All This Means To Us 


There are thousands upon thousands of Southern 
Presbyterians, including myself, who do not have 
even the remotest idea of uniting with the 
Modernist-honoring Northern Presbyterian Church. 
We are perfectly willing to consider merging with 
any church which fully and truthfully accepts all 
of the Holy Bible as its final authority. But, un- 
fortunately, the Northern Presbyterian Church is 
definitely not in that classification. 


We feel that when Dr. Machen was put on trial 
in the Northern Presbyterian Church, in principle 
we were put on trial also, for what he believed, we 
believe, and what he opposed, we oppose. 


If there was no room for Dr. Machen in the Nor- 
thern Presbyterian Church, then there certainly 
no room in it for us. 


When Dr. Machen was put on trial, actually, in 
our eyes, it was the Northern Presbyterian Church 
which was being put on trial. And after examining 
its actions, and that for which it now stands, all of 
the evidence in the case clearly indicates that the 


only verdict possible is contained in these words: 
”) 


‘““Mene, mene, tekel, upharsin! 


Who The Real Trouble- 
Makers Are 


Yes, we have heard it charged that Dr. Machen 
was “just a trouble-maker.” That has been said 
many times before, and it will probably be said 
many times again. But that charge was fully and 
completely answered, once and for all, by the Editor 
of Christianity Today when he wrote: “Dr. Machen 
has frequently been spoken of as a troublemaker 
in the Church but it should be clear to all genuine 
Christians that the real troublemakers were and are 
the advocates of this other gospel which is not an- 
other.”’ 


We, too, the Bible-believing Christians in the 
Southern Presbyterian Church who adhere to the 
Christian Faith as it is summarized in the West- 
minster Confession of Faith and in the Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms, have been ealled_ trouble- 
makers in our own denomination. 


But it should be perfectly clear to all genuine 
Christians that the real trouble-makers in the 
Southern Presbyterian Church are “the advocates 
of this other gospel which is not another!’’ 


What shall every Southern Presbyterian, as a 
3ible-believing Christian who vehemently opposes 
merging with a denomination which kicks out of its 
ministry such great Conservatives as Dr. J. Gresham 
Machen while at the same time it honors and exalts 
such extreme Modernists as Dr. Henry Sloane 
Coffin, the former President of Union Theological 
Seminary of New York City—what shall every 
Southern Presbyterian say with reference to the 
proposed union with the heresy-tainted Northern 
Presbyterian Church? 


Thou Shalt Say, No! 








Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Nov. 6: God 
Comforts His People 


Scripture: Isaiah 40-41; 42:5-9; 54; 61; 63:7-9; 
Luke 4:14-21. Devotional Reading: Psalms 46:1-11. 
Our Devotional Reading (Ps. 46) could well form 
a whole lesson in itself. It has been a source of 
comfort to thousands of God’s saints in all ages. 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble. Therefore will we not fear.” God, 
the revealed Jehovah of the Bible, is the comfort 
of those who trust Him. What if we do live in a 
changing world, shaken by the convulsions of Na- 
ture and the commotions and wars of the Nations: 
the God of Jacob is our refuge, and the God of 
Jacob is a God of almighty power, amazing pati- 
ence, and of eternal perseverance. We can afford 
to “be still,”” and know that He is God. 


I. Isaiah 40,41; 42:5-9: “Comfort ye, comfort ye 
my people.” “Behold your God.’’ God speaks words 
of comfort to His children, but the one thing which 
gives us comfort more than all else is the character 
of our God. When we see Him as He is; when we 
understand His glorious character, our fears are 
removed, our tears are dried, our hopes revive, and 





a blessed peace comes into our troubled hearts. 
What is the revealed character of God as we find it 
in these majestic and beautiful verses? What is the 
“glory of the Lord?” Is it not His character? 


1. The Forgiveness of God: “Her iniquity is par- 
doned.” I have read that the expression, “for she 
hath received of the Lord’s hand double for all her 
sins,” can be explained as a formal receipt that the 
account was settled. In one of the stores where I 
trade, whenever you pay a bill, two receipts come 
from the cash register: the storekeeper keeps one, 
and gives you the other, ‘“‘the double.” Lf a Chris- 
tian sins, he is miserable until that sin has been for- 
given. An unregenerate man may have a conscience 
so seared that he sins without feeling any compunc- 
tion, but this is not true of a child of God. Read 
the Thirty-second Psalm and see how miserable a 
man like David can be. 

2. The Permanence of God: “The word of our 
God shall stand forever.” 


Change and decay, in all around I see; 
O Thou Who changest not, Abide with me. 


“The grass withereth, the flower fadeth ... surely 
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the people is grass.’”’ We lean upon men, even the 
strongest and best. of men, and they leave us; 
“Rock of ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in 
Thee.” 

3. The Strength and Power of Our God: “The 
Lord God will come with a strong hand, and his 
arm shall rule for him.” We need someone on our 
side who is mighty to destroy and to save. The 
works of the devil must be destroyed, and God’s 
people must be saved, protected, kept. We need His 
strong hand. 


“T could not do without Thee, 
I cannot stand alone, 
I have no strength or goodness, 
No wisdom of my own; 
But Thou, beloved Saviour, 
Art all in all to me, 
And weakness will be power, 
If leaning hard on Thee.” 


4. The Gentleness of Our God: Verse 11. The pic- 
ture presented in this verse is an exceedingly beau- 
tiful one: “feed,” “gather,” “carry,” “‘lead’’; these 
are shepherd words, and our Mighty God is also a 
gentle Shepherd. 


5. The Wisdom of Our God: Everywhere we see 
the overwhelming evidence of a mighty Mind, of 
plan and purpose, of skill and adaptation. We have 
slowly made discoveries in college, university, and 
scientific research, and we hail these men as great 
scientists, or inventors, or scholars. But who taught 
God to make in such perfection all the wonders of 
the universe? (See Verses 13 and 14). 


6. The Greatness of Our God: Verses 18-26, espe- 
cially. When we compare Him with idols, how 
foolish it makes us feel. Isaiah always waxes sar- 
castic when he touches on this subject. He tries to 
make his people see the extreme folly of idolatry. 
[There are no more majestic sentences in all liter- 
ature than in Verses 21-26 of Chapter 40. 

7. The All-pervading Justice of Our God: Verses 
27-28. We should never question the Justice, or 
Judgment of God. Abraham well asks the question: 
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? Some- 
times earthly judges are ignorant of all the facts, 
or prejudiced; too harsh, or too lenient. This is not 
the case with our God: there is no searching of His 
understanding. 


8. The Grace of God: “He Giveth.” He gives to 
those in need: the faint and weary and fallen ones 
of earth. And who is there who at some period in 
life does not fall in one of these classes? 


He gives for every need: there are times when we 
must soar above our clouds, like eagles soar; there 
are times of emergency when we must “run and not 
be weary”; but most of the time we must “walk 
and not faint.’”’ Here is the climax, for the hum- 
drum, everyday duties are the hardest to faithfully 
perform. If we wait on Him we can meet every need 
of our lives. 


Chapter 41: This God Whom we have seen de- 
scribed in Chapter 40 promises to do great things 
for us, and such a God will keep His promises. No- 
tice some of the expressions in this chapter: “I am 
with thee,” “I will strengthen thee,” “I will help 
thee,” “I will uphold thee.” What can be more com- 
forting than these promises made by the God Who 
cannot lie? 

Have we really seen God? Have we experienced 
His help? He isa present help. Have we reached out 
our hand in the dark and felt His touch upon our 
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hand? What do we see here as to the transcendance 
of God? As to His Immanence? How many of the 
attributes of God in our definition of Him in the 
Shorter Catechism, do we find in these chapters? 


Chapter 42:5-9: In these verses there are some 
kindred thoughts which we ought to notice, at least. 
The Greatness of God is spoken of in these words: 
“T the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and 
I will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give 
thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the 
Gentiles: to open the blind eyes.’”’ God not only 
comforts and sustains His people; He has a great 
work for them to do in the world full of the prison 
houses of sin and the darkness of superstition. 


We must be fitted for this task by the touch of 
His hand upon ours. Do we practice daily the pres- 
ence of our God? This is the only way to be of ser- 
vice to our fellowmen. 


Il. Chapter 54: “Thy Maker’ and “Thy Re- 
deemer.”’ Here is indeed a great source of comfort. 
Our Maker and our Redeemer will perfect that 
which He has made and redeemed. He may have to 
mould and chasten, but His kindness shall never 
depart (Verse 10). He will make us beautiful 
(changed from glory to glory, as Paul expresses 
it). He will establish us. No weapon that is formed 
against us shall prosper. Jesus made this promise in 
a different way when He said: The gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. 

Ill. Chapter 61: Christ, Our Saviour. Luke 
4:14-21. We know, of course, that these words 
apply to Jesus Christ, for He selected this passage 
from Isaiah to read when He preached at Nazareth, 
and He said: “This day is this scripture fulfilled in 
your ears.” 

Jesus was the Great Comforter when on earth. 
“Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy 








Page 14 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Oct. 15, 1949 








laden, and I will give you rest.”’ Notice the classes 
of people mentioned in these chapters: the meek, 
the broken-hearted, captives, and prisoners. Jesus 
stopped His reading in the middle of Verse 2, but 
the passage in Isaiah goes on to describe fully the 
blessings of His coming. “To proclaim the accept- 
able year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of 
our God; to comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto 
them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning—the garment 
of praise for the spirit of heaviness.” 


Then the promise is made that this Gospel will be 
carried to the Gentiles: “Ye shall be named the 
Priests of the Lord ... ye shall eat the riches of 
the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast your- 
selves.”’ This has been fulfilled. 


Lesson For Nov. 13: The 
Suffering Servant 


Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-4; 50:4-9; 52:13 - 53:12; 
Jeremiah 38:1-13. Devotional Reading: I Peter 
2:19-25. The Suffering Servant can, of course, be 
none other than Jesus Christ 
Isaiah are clearly Messianic. 


. These selections from 


In the chapter just before our Devotional Read- 
ing (I Peter 1:19-25) we have the matter summed 
up this way: “Ye were not redeemed with cor- 
ruptible things But with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without spot or blemish.” All 
Old Testament sacrifices pointed forward to Cal- 
vary and the blood of the Lamb; all New Testa- 
ment Theology points back to the same great sacri- 
fice. John the Baptist who joined the two dispensa- 
tions together, pointed to Jesus and said: “Behold 
the Lamb of God Who taketh away the sin of the 
world.” Jesus when talking to Nicodemus about the 
new birth tells him in John 3:16 the same great 
truth. As Peter says (I Peter 1:23), here is the 
basis for the new birth, “being born again.” 


In our Devotional Reading (I Peter 2:19-25), 
this is made even plainer: “Who his own self bare 
our sins in his body on the tree ... by whose stripes 
ye were healed.”’ Vicarious suffering is the center 
of our glorious Gospel. 


I. Isaiah 42:1-4: The Meek and Lowly, yet Tri- 
umphant, Jesus, the Servant of Jehovah .Two things 
are revealed in these verses: (1) He shall not fail, 
or be discouraged He is going to succeed in His 
great plan of redemption, even bringing judgment 
to the Gentiles; (2) He is to be gentle, meek and 
lowly. How true is this picture! In His preaching 
there was no loud ranting, but a quiet dignity and 
authority about Him that made even His enemies 
say, Never man spake like this man. In His dealings 
with people who were bruised and broken by sin, 
like the woman taken in adultery, and those who 
were as “ill-smelling as smoking flax,’ He was al- 
ways kind and merciful. Only the cold, self- 
righteous Pharisees and Scribes called forth His 
denunciation. Of Him they said: “This man re- 
ceiveth sinners and eateth with them.” As someone 


has said, Jesus looked after the “Least, the Last, 
and the Lost.” 


What is our attitude toward the bruised and 
broken and unlovely? Are there some classes of 
people who are not welcome in our churches? How 
would Jesus feel and act if He were here? 

Il. Isaiah 50:4-9: The Submissive Servant. “I was 
not rebellious, neither turned away back.” 
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(50-5b). He was given the “tongue of the learned, 
that I should know how to speak a word in season 
to him that is weary.” “Come unto me all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn of me for I am 
meek and lowly and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls; for my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 


His ears were open toward heaven that he might 
hear His Father speak and open toward earth that 
He might hear the cry of the poor and needy. He 
was not rebellious; even when the cup was pressed 
to His lips, the bitter cup of sin which He had to 
drink, He said: “Not my will but thine be done.” 

His back was given to the 
those who would pluck off the hair; His face to 
shame and spitting. They struck Him and spat 
upon Him. (See Matt. 26:67; 27:26; Mk. 14:65). 


smiters; His cheeks to 


Do you think enough of His “broken body”? when 
we partake of the Lord’s Supper? Have we ever 
considered the shame of it all? Is it any wonder 
that He gave way unde} burden of the cross as 
He went to Calvary? 


Ill. Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12: The Suffering Saviour. 
the Old Testament Scrip- 
ture which the Ethiopian eunuch was reading when 
Philip opened his mouth and preached unto him 
Jesus. Many another man has been converted by 
reading or hearing this amazing and touching de- 
scription of the Vicarious and Substitutionary suf- 
ferings of our Saviour as so graphically portrayed 
by Isaiah. Many a poor sinner has “gone in at the 
first ‘all’ in Verse 6 of Chapter 53 and came out at 
the last ‘all,’ a saved man.”’ 


This is the selection from 
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Why quibble over and argue about and try to ex- 
plain away such a marvellous and beautiful picture 
of what might be called, “The triumph of the 
Cross?” Why not accept in simple faith and loving 
gratitude the truth as stated by Paul, “Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures?” Surely 
this is one of those “Scriptures!” Here, indeed, is 
“ood tidings,’ the center of the glorious Gospel 
which we preach. 


1. His two-fold nature: Very high, and yet very 
low. Notice the words used about Him: “Exalted, 
extolled, very high; sprinkling many nations.” And 
yet “his visage marred more than any man and his 
form more than the sons of men.’”’ When we turn to 
what actually took place we find that when Pilate 
brought Him forth and showed Him to the people, 
saying, ‘“‘Behold the Man,” they must have beheld a 
body actually marred more than any man: He had 
been scourged, crowned with thorns, buffetted by 
the cruel mob of soldiers. 


2. Despised and rejected by men. It is strange 
that there seemed none to pity Him, or take His 
part. They had cried out, “Crucify Him, Crucify 
Him,” and even the sight of His bleeding body 
seemed to awaken no feeling of pity. They had 
made the fateful choice; they hid as it were their 
faces from Him. 


3. Why? Why did God not only allow but plan 
such a death for His Son? Remember He was slain 
from the foundation of the world. The Father and 
the Son had made a covenant. He came to carry 
out this agreement; He came willingly. “It pleased 
the Lord to bruise Him.” 


Verses 4-6 tell us why. He was suffering, dying 
in our place. These precious verses tell us the story, 
which never grows old: “Borne our griefs and car- 
ried our sorrows,” wounded for our transgressions, 
bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our 
peace upon Him, and with His stripes we are healed. 
The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
Can words make any plainer the nature of the 
Atonement? Is there any room, or need, for some 
far-fetched theory when the facts stare us in the 
face? 


4. Some more details are added in Verses 7-9: 
His silence in the face of accusation (See Matt. 
26:62,63; Mark 15:3-5; Luke 23:9; John 19:9); 
His false trial, no justice done (everything in con- 
nection with His trial was full of falsehood); His 
death and burial (Matt. 27:57-60). 


5. His Triumph: Verses 10-12. He shall see of the 
travail of his soul and be satisfied. How? By a great 
multitude of redeemed people who have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. (See Rev. 7:14). “I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” If the 
Cross does not draw men from sin and turn them 
to Him, then it is hard to see how they could be 
reached in any other way. Paul believed in preach- 
ing Jesus Christ and Him crucified, and every suc- 
cessful preacher of the Gospel knows that he must 
follow the example of the great Apostle . 


6. Notice some expressions that show the depth 
of His suffering: ‘“‘“Make His soul an offering for 
sin,” “poured out His soul unto death,” “marred 
more than any man.” His bodily suffering was ter- 
rible; His mental and spiritual agony was far 
greater. It was not merely the painful death of the 
cross, but the shameful death: “cursed is everyone 
that hangs upon a tree.” To be killed in battle is a 


hero’s death; to die of some dread disease is pitiful, 
but no disgrace, but to be hanged, or electrocuted, 
is a death of shame, and crucifixion is the most 
shameful of all such deaths, for it is slow and pro- 
longed agony while the crowds gaze on the one who 
hangs on the cross. 


But the most shameful death has become the 
most glorious death. Is it any wonder that the most 
beautiful of our hymns have this as their theme? 
Take “the most beautiful hymn in the English lan- 
guage,” as it has been called, for an example: 


“‘When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride.” 


IV. Jeremiah 38:1-13 (For the children especi- 
ally). Is there any reason why this whole story can- 
not be taught the children? They are sinners and 
need a Saviour too. Jeremiah is but a feeble type of 
Christ. I believe they would understand far more 
than we think. 





Ambassador Stuart 
Guest Of Board Of 
World Missions 


Ambassador J. Leighton Stuart was the guest of 
the Board of World Missions at its meeting in 
Nashville, Tenn., on October 11. 


Dr. Stuart, a former missionary of our Church, 
devoted the entire morning to a discussion of the 
China situation and answered numerous questions 
asked him by the members of our Board. 


For obvious reasons these discussions were “off 
the record,” but they should make a very valuable 
contribution to our work by making the immediate 
and future problems of our work in China more 
clearly understood. —H.B.D. 





Associate Editor 
Takes Trip 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell, our Associate Editor, is due 
to leave Miami, Fla., by air on October 17 for a 
three weeks’ visit to Brazil, the Belgian Congo and 
Portugal. 


Taking this in the nature of a vacation, Dr. Bell 
looks forward to seeing more of our mission work 
in action and plans to write of his trip for this 
paper. 

He is due back in New York on November 5. 

—H.B.D. 


Let Ruling Elders Be Ruling Elders 


The article printed under the above caption in the 
September 1 issue of The Journal is now available 
in booklet form. This article by Elder Wallace Par- 
ham has been enthusiastically received by Ruling 
Elders and Teaching Elders alike. This is a sixteen- 
page booklet with art cover. Order enough for every 
Ruling Elder in your Church. Price 10 cents per 
copy or five dollars per hundred copies postpaid. 
Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For 
November 


During the month of November our Vesper 
Topics will present four studies from the Book of 
Acts concerning the nature and ministry of the 
Church. The Acts of the Apostles could better be 
named “The Acts of the Living Christ through the 
Apostles,” and since Christ lives today, and is the 
same yesterday, today and forever, then we modern 
day apostles can be used in the same powerful way 
that these early apostles were if we meet the con- 
ditions. 


Most of the time we have topics that center in 
our personal lives and in the life of the Church, 
and we go to the Bible to find what it has to say 
about these things. This is all right, but it is also 
good often to go directly to the Bible and study the 
Scriptures simply as they are. When we do we find 
light enough breaking forth on our practical, every- 
day lives, and we gain an understanding of the 
Scriptures as they are written as well, and not 
merely bits from here and there in the Scriptures. 
These November programs should then center in 
real study of the Scripture passages given. You can 
assign certain portions of the Scriptures to be pre- 
sented by different ones in the group, or you may 
have one leader do it, and it might be well to have 
your pastor or some adult leader conduct the study 
of one of the passages. 


Nov. 6: Life Transformed 


Introduction 


Ten days after Jesus Christ ascended to the 
Father, on the Day of Pentecost some fifty days 
after our Lord was crucified, Peter stood and 
preached a sermon to the multitudes of people in 
Jerusalem. Three thousand people were converted 
and were united to the Church. This was indeed the 
birthday of the New Testament Church. 


We are now some twenty centuries removed from 
this birthday service of the Church, and many new 
things have been added to the Church and we face 
many conditions in our modern world that the early 
disciples never dreamed of. But with all of this 
there is something eternally true in what happened 
at Pentecost when this first sermon was preached 
by Peter, and in all of our labors today that ser- 
mon must give us the main theme of our message 
and the response of the people is the response we 
should seek in the lives of modern people. Let us 
then examine the response of the people and find 
the heart of our Christian message. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Acts 2:37-47 


I. Conviction of Sin. Verse 37. Peter preached a 
sermon in which he explained the Bible message 
about Christ, presented Christ crucified, laid the 
blame at the hearts’ doors of the people before 
him, and declared that God had exalted Christ in 
resurrection to His right hand and where He will re- 
main until He becomes King over all the earth. 
When the people heard this they were “pricked to 
the heart.’’ When they heard that this Christ whom 


they had killed had been exalted as Saviour and 
Lord by God they were convicted of their sin of re- 
jecting and crucifying Him. 


We were not there when it happened, and yet 
spiritually every one of us must go to Pentecost. 
We have one message to give: Jesus Christ who 
came to die for sin and to rise again to save those 
who believe and who will come again as King of 
kings even as it has been written of Him in the 
Scriptures. And since this message is true the real 
message of the cross is that our sins nailed Him to 
the cross just as really as did the mobs who cried: 
“Crucify Him, crucify Him.” When we behold Him 
loving us enough to die for us and rising again with 
an offer to save us, we too must be pricked to the 
heart with real conviction of sin. Until we are con- 
victed by the Spirit of sin we will never think much 
of Christ as Saviour. 


II. Confession of Faith. Verses 38-41. When 
these people were convicted of their sins they cried 
out to Peter: “What shall we do?” Peter said to 
them that they must be completely changed, and in 
His charge he outlined the changes that must take 
place, changes that must take place in you and me 
if we are to be saved and become children of God. 
What are the changes? 


(a) A Change of Attitude: Repent. Verse 38a. To 
repent means to change the mind about everything 
so completely that we change our ways. We have 
been sinning because we are indifferent to how God 
feels about it. We must change our mind and be 
deeply grieved because we have hurt God. We have 
been indifferent to the Lord Jesus Christ, caring 
not that it was for us He died. We must change our 
mind and be deeply moved in love and surrender to 
Him who died for us. We have been living to please 
ourselves, and now we must change to live for Him. 
Real repentance is a changed attitude toward self, 
sin and Christ. 


(b) A Change of Allegiance: Be Baptized. Verse 
38b. When we change our attitude toward Christ 
we are no longer indifferent to Him, but now we 
have received Him into our hearts and we trust 
Him for salvation. Therefore we want to openly 
declare our allegiance to Him and be numbered 
among His people. So we openly declare our 
changed allegiance by being baptized into the name 
of Christ and ever after we bear the mark of be- 
longing to Him. The words be baptized ‘“‘for the re- 
mission of sins,’’ can better be translated here ‘“‘be- 
cause of the remission of sins.’’ No water baptism 
of any kind at any time can forgive sins. The bap- 
tism is a sign of the working of the Holy Spirit in 
our hearts to cleanse us and bring us to that place 
where we fully follow the Lord Jesus Christ. 


(c) A Change of Strength: Ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. As we live day by day be- 
fore we have received the Lord Jesus we live in our 
own strength. We can do whatever we are able to 
do in our own strength. And all of us admit defeat, 
for we know the good we ought to do and we can’t 
do it and we know the evil we ought to avoid and 
we can’t avoid it. But when we believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ the Holy Spirit of the living God comes 
into our hearts and we no longer live and serve in 
our own strength. We stop trying to do our best 
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and begin trusting the Spirit, and He gives us the 
power and strength to do all things that God wants 
us to do. We walk by means of the strength of the 
Spirit, and theréfore do not fulfil the lusts of the 
flesh. 


(d) A Change of Life: Verse 40. Peter then ex- 
horts them to save themselves from “this untoward 
generation.” This world is evil and evil reigns. Most 
people are conformed to this generation by the 
social and economic pressures that make it much 
easier to go along with the crowd and be just like 
everybody else. But when we have really been con- 
victed of sin and have believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and received the Holy Spirit we are not con- 
formed to this world’s way of acting and thinking 
but we are transformed by the power of the Holy 
Spirit to a day by day growth in the likeness of 
God. 


III. Continuance in Fellowship. Verse 42. And 
those who were truly reached by the Lord began a 
life of fellowship with the other Christians, a fel- 
lowship which they enjoyed regularly and system- 
atically through the days. They were faithful to 
study the apostles’ teaching, they were faithful to 
the Lord’s Supper, and they were faithful in 
prayer. We, too, when we have been truly reached 
by the Lord, will continue regularly in study of 
the apostles’ teaching in the Bible, we will meet 
regularly with the saints for worship and Com- 
munion, and we will be often uniting with others 
in prayer. Only as we do maintain the fellowship of 
worship, study and prayer can our lives grow and 
be transformed into the likeness of God. 


IV. Consummation in the World. Verses 43-44. 
Those who were reached maintained a consistent 
life together before the world and manifested 
deeds of power in the world. We see them perform- 
ing powerful deeds (Verse 43), showing real con- 
cern and consideration for each other (Verses 44- 
45), maintaining joyous fellowship (Verse 46), and 
their life was effective and fruitful in its outreach 
(Verse 47). We are saved to serve and if we are 
truly saved we will have a real considerate and 
joyous fellowship among the believers in order that 
our message will be effective in its outreach in the 
world. 


Conclusion 


Our main Christian business is simply this: To 
preach Jesus Christ—crucified, risen, returning— 
in such a way that men change their mind about 
the way they have been living and treating God 
and turn in faith and surrender to the Saviour in 
such a way that their lives are transformed from 
self-centered lives to lives that center in fellowship 
with other Christians about the Bible and fellow- 
ship with other Christians in service to the ends of 
the earth. Salvation without this transformation is 
a deception. 


Nov. 13: Your Deacons’ 
Great-Grandfathers 


Introduction 


The first century Church very early had to face 
many problems and solve them effectively. In facing 
one of the problems that vexed the life of the 
Church the first Board of Deacons was elected. 
The world has changed a lot and the Church has 
come a long way, yet today many of the problems 
that bothered the Church in the first century face 
the Church today and no better way of facing them 


has been discovered than the basic way in which the 
first century Church faced them. 


The topic of our program refers us back to that 
first Board of Deacons, the great-granddaddies of 
our present Boards of Deacons .Let us look back at 
that first Board and see what light we can find for 
our Church and for our Deacons today. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Acts 6:1-7 


I. The Problems Facing the Church. 
Verses 1-2. 


(a) Race Relations: In the Church at Jerusalem 
there were present those who were of pure Hebrew 
traditions highly. Also present as a vital part of 
the congregation of the Church were those of 
Greek origin and whose view of the Hebrew tradi- 
tions was not so high. These came into conflict. 
They did not mix too well, the Greeks felt that the 
Hebrews were slighting them in the distribution of 
relief. Race relations will always be a problem in 
the secular world because races naturally have 
antagonisms toward each other because of sin reign- 
ing in our world, but within the Christian fellow- 
ship these antagonisms must be removed so that all 
can feel that they belong and that they have per- 
sonal worth. But the early Church had the problem 
even as we do. 


(b) Social Service: The early Church recognized 
that a Church must be a serving agency that meets 
the needs of people, whatever that may be. They 
began their program by caring for the poor widows 
within the congregation, but there was some prob- 
lem concerning the manner of distribution. We all 
recognize that the Church must be an agency of 
service that meets the needs of people all about us, 
and there is still some difference of opinion about 
the manner of carrying out that service. 


(c) Responsible Organization: The apostles rec- 
ognized that the proper relations of the members 
of the congregation to each other and the program 
of social service were important and must be car- 
ried out by the Church, but they also recognized 
that the primary and basic business of the Church 
was to preach the Gospel and teach the Word of 
God. They felt that ministers who give their time 
to solving personality problems and directing social 
service projects are neglecting their all-important 
task of preaching the Gospel and teaching the 
Word (Verse 2). So they suggested that the Church 
be organized in such a way that the ministers could 
give full time to preaching the Gospel and teaching 
the Word, and that these other matters be assigned 
to special ones who were called “‘deacons.” 


Il. The Duties Assigned within the Church. 
Verses 3-4. 


(a) The deacons to direct the business matters 
of the Church. Verse 3. The apostles suggested 
that laymen of the Church be chosen and given the 
definite task of looking after the business of the 
Church and the matters of social service. This was a 
serving job that had much in common with every- 
day business affairs, but their qualifications were 
not primarily that they be good business men. They 
were to have a good reputation with people outside 
the Church so that the world would respect the 
Church. But they were also to be men filled with 
the Holy Spirit, spiritual men who carry out all 
affairs of the Church in a spiritual manner. 
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(b) The apostles direct the spiritual affairs of 
the Church. Verse 4. The apostles left these mat- 
ters in the hands of the deacons to be chosen and 
declared that they would give themselves to prayer 
and the ministry of the Word. This does not mean 
that they were impractical and not interested in 
the other matters. They simply recognized that 
unless men were truly won to a saving knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and into a transforming 
fellowship with Him they would never be inclined 
to carry out social service anyhow, and reaching 
men and capturing their souls for Christ is more 
than a full-time task. 


Ill. The Decision Made by the Church. Verses 
5-6. This suggestion was born of the Spirit’s lead- 
ing, so it pleased the congregation and they chose 
seven men who were qualified and set them apart 
by prayer and the laying on of hands, even as we 
still do in electing and ordaining our deacons. You 
will notice that practically all of the men elected 
have Greek names, indicating that the Hebrew ele- 
ment in the Church wanted to show that they had 
not consciously neglected the Greek widows and 
proved it by placing the whole matter into the 
hands of the Greek element. Thus always are prob- 
lems solved in a gracious way when the Holy Spirit 
has His way in the life of a Church. 


IV. The Result for the Church. Verses 7-8. When 
this problem was solved and the apostles could give 
themselves wholly to preaching the Word of God 
with a spiritually united Church behind them, the 
Word of God reached more people than ever, the 


(Church grew in numbers, and the newly elected 
deacons were powerful in their works before the 
world. It is always thus when ministers give them- 
selves wholly to the Word of God, the congregation 
is united in love and prayer, and the officers give 
themselves faithfully to the duties committed to 
them. 
Conclusion 


This little sketch of the early Church facing its 
problem lays down a pattern for us to follow today. 
The Church is made up of those in whom the love 
of God abides; therefore the Church must be active 
in uniting people in the fellowship of love and in 
serving the social and economic needs of people. 
But the all-important task of the Church is the 
preaching of the Gospel and the teaching of the 
Word of God. The ministry is trained and dedicated 
to do this and must not forsake this all-important 
task to serve tables. But interested and qualified 
members of the Church must be chosen and given 
the responsibility of attending to these matters. The 
Church has been the greatest force for social and 
economic betterment in the world, but the inter- 
esting thing is that when it has been most inter- 
ested in social and economic questions and least 
interested in the Gospel it has had the least effect 
in molding the life of the world. But when it has 
been most concerned with preaching the Gospel and 
least interested as an organization in the social and 
economic questions its members have been mosi et- 
fective in improving conditions in all areas of life. 
The pattern of the early Church is still the bes 
pattern to follow. 











The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur, Ga. 


Q. 31. What is effectual calling? 


A. Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, 
whereby convincing us of our sin and misery, en- 
lightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, 
and renewing our wills, he doth persuade and enable 
us to embrace Jesus Christ freely offered to us in 
the Gospel. 


This is a very personal way of describing our con- 
version. God is a person, I am a person. He calls me 
and I come to Him. “tHe saved us and called us with 
a holy calling.’”’ An effectual call is one that gets 
results. When Mr. Curtis Green was a boy and 
played with my boys, his mother would call 
“Curtis.” And often there was no response. When 
the call became more insistent “Curtis Green’ he 
would lift an eye. But whenever it became ‘Curtis 
Vance Green,” he would say: ‘Now she means bus- 
iness, I must go.’’ The last was an effectual call. 


Effectual calling is a work, not merely an act. 
Indeed several steps or stages may be distinguished 
in it. In one step the Holy Spirit convicts or con- 
vinces us of our sin. It is all too easy to think about 
somebody else’s sins and to excuse ourselves. When 
the Holy Spirit works upon our hearts we see our 
own sin in its wickedness and baseness and misery. 
We stop excusing ourselves and hate our disobedi- 
ence to and rebellion against God. We see our sin 
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as that wicked thing God hates. Misery and shany 
+e +), lan q +5 : ; ; 
take the place of self-satisfaction and conceit. 


More important still, the Holy Spirit shows us 
Christ. We must all be taught of God. The Inward 
Teacher enlightens the eyes of our understanding 
so that we see the Lord Jesus as our loving Saviour. 
The natural man receives not the things of the 
Spirit of God for they are foolishness to him. The 
Spirit removes the ignorance and the prejudic« 
from our minds so that we see Christ as the One 
who loved us and gave Himself up to save us. 


Yet another thing the gracious Spirit does. Jesus 
said: “‘No man can come unto me, except the Fathe: 
which sent me draw him.” “Ye will not come unto 
me that ye might have life.’’ Our fallen nature is 
dead in trespasses and sins. Our wills are held in 
bondage to our evil desires, pleasures, lusts, and 
sins. Here is a steel needle on a pivot. It turns this 
way and that as the various currents of air strik« 
it. But magnetize that needle and it will settle down 
in a steady point to the magnetic North. It has now 
become a useful compass. What magnetizing does 
to the needle, the Holy Spirit does to the will. He 
gives it a new purpose and a new direction. Instead 
of letting it wander hither and yonder over the 
things of this world, He directs it to Christ and the 
things of God. 

Thus the Spirit persuades and enables me to em 
brace Jesus Christ. The Patriarchs embraced the 
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promises and the promises are all yea and amen in 


Christ. As faith is elsewhere described as coming to 
Christ, so here it is embracing ( 


‘ 


hrist, clasping, 
taking, receiving Him. “‘As many as receive Him to 
them gave He power to become the sons of God 
even to them that believe on His Name.” 


The Gospel is the Good News of salvation. It is 
God’s own story of Christ, His beloved Son. And 
God freely offers Christ to everyone. Christ is the 
bread of life. The banquet is spread. Come and eat! 
You are guilty of no presumption in coming or in 
eating. The Spirit and bride say, Come. And he that 
heareth let him say, Come. And he that is athirst 
let him come. And he that will let him take of the 
water of life freely. 


Q. 32. What benefits do they that are effectually 
called partake of in this life? 
A. They that are effectually called do in this life 


partake of justification, adoption, and sanctifica- 





tion, and the several benefits which in this life do 
either accompany or flow from them. 

Out of God’s great heart of love came His only 
begotten Son to be our Saviour. The living Christ 
at the right hand of the Father sends the Holy 
Spirit to unite us to Himself. From this union with 
Christ the Holy Spirit brings us exceeding great and 
precious blessings. Some of these benefits or good 
things come in this life, some at death, and some at 
the resurrection. This question is the beginning of 
a group or section of seven questions, 32-38. This 
question and those through 36 deal with the bless- 
ing for this life, 37 with the blessings at death, and 
38 with those at the resurrection. Each item in this 
answer is to be expounded in the following ques- 
tions: justification or forgiveness in 33, adoption or 
being accepted as children of God in 34, sanctifica- 
tion or holy living in 35. According to the thirty- 
sixth answer, the benefits which go with or come 
from these three blessings are: being made sure of 
the Father’s love, peace in our consciences, joy in 
the Holy Spirit, increase or growth in grace, and 
being continued or kept by the power of God unto 
final salvation. 











Woman’s Work 





The Assembly-wide Evangelistic Advance 
Purpose Of The Advance 


The purpose of this Advance is to emphasize the 
following four-fold objectives: 


The developing of the spiritual life of the 
church and motivating it with the sense of high 
mission. 


The enlisting of all members who have 
moved to new communities and have failed to 
identify themselves with any local church. 


The reaching and winning of the great 
company of those who are beyond the im- 
mediate constituency of the church. 


The careful instruction and assimilation of 
new members, both young people and adults, 
who are brought into the membership of the 
church. 


Need For The Advance 


The call to advance in evangelistic interest and 
effort “rests upon the seriousness of the days in 
which we live ... The whole land needs a cleansing 
of its unrighteousness and a resurgence of the 
spirit of repentance, faith and _ responsibility.” 
moral standards are distressingly low as reflected 
n the prevalence of drinking, gambling and low 
levels of living generally over the country and 
among a great many who profess to be Christians. 
“The churches need to be saved from their com- 
placency and impotence and empowered and in- 
spired to do their appointed tasks.’ From the Pro- 
gram of the United Evangelistic Advance. 


The character of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, with 


ts bad news about man and its Good News about 


God to man calls with urgency that we go forward 
in the primary mission of the church which is 


witnessing. The essence of the Good News is about 


What God has done for man that man could not do 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 





for himself—God’s giving His Son for Man’s salva- 
tion from sin and death. “It is our conviction that 
the Holy Spirit is calling us to ready ourselves for 
the outpouring of His might and to go out with 
higher purpose and deeper dedication to ingather 
the harvest.’’ From the Standing Committee’s Re- 
port adopted by the last Assembly. 


Methods Of The Advance 


“Methods have a definite place in every program 
evangelism. The in*pired statement, “All things 
to all men,’”’ becomes Scriptural sanction for the 
employment of every worthy and proven method 
by which we can present Jesus Christ in the power 
of the Holy Spirit so that men will accept Him as 
their Saviour and Lord and serve in His church. 
God in His infinite wisdom and love has blessed and 
used many ways of reaching men for Christ. The 
session, a church planning committee, a committee 
on evangelism—some responsible group—should be 
made responsible for discovering needs and for 
planning an evangelistic program. No church should 
be satisfied until every opportunity that promises 
fruitfulness has been tried.’’ From the Program of 
Progress Manual on Evangelism. 


On the synod and Presbytery levels responsible 
groups should become acquainted with methods and 
materials that will stimulate the local church to 
action and offer assistance otherwise to the local 
church in planning an adequate program. 


Among chosen methods employed will be Visita- 
tion Evangelism. This has proved to be the evan- 
gelistic method that is most fruitful in reaching 
the unchurched in our day. During the last few 
years thousands of laymen have been trained in 
this particular method and in addition to being 
used to win many to Christ have had their own 
Christian experience joyfully enriched. But other 
productive procedures must be enjoyed such as 
Pulpit Evangelism at the regular worship services, 
Special Evangelistic Services, and the National 
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Christian Teaching Mission, Communicant classes, 
Personal Evangelism and Evangelism through the 
church organizations such as the young peoples’ 
groups and the Sunday School classes and the 
Vacation Bible School. Literature and materials on 
these several methods are now available. 


Co-operative Efforts In 


The Advance 


With a unity and earnestness of purpose unknown 
previously the different agencies and organizations 
of the Presbyterian Church are uniting in the 
planning and the leadership of this Assembly-wide 
Evangelistic Advance. On the synod, Presbytery and 
local church levels it is the earnest desire of the 
planners of the Advance that the Men of the 
Church, the Women of the Church, the Young 
People of the Church and other organizations be 
represented in the planning. Well might this be 
designated, “Our Assembly-wide Evangelistic Ad- 
vance.” 


On the other hand the General Assembly has 
recommended that we join hands with Protestantism 
of America in the great United Evangelistic Ad- 
vance. The leaders of evangelism in approximately 
forty denominations, under the leadership of Dr. 
Jesse M. Bader, worked out this nation-wide Ad- 
vance. That thirty-seven million Protestants should 
join hands and hearts in a mighty crusade of 
witnessing for Christ and His Church is a thought 
that thrills and inspires us. The recommendation of 
the Assembly is, ‘‘That we unite enthusiastically 
with other Protestant denominations in the United 
Evangelistic Advance beginning October 2nd of 
this year and continuing through 1950.’ This means 
that wherever possible we are to co-operate inter- 
denominationally on the community or larger area 
level. But our relationship with our brethren of the 
other denominations also means that where it is 
necessary and wise for us to proceed alone we 
shall still be considered a constituent part of the 
United Evangelistic Advance. 


The Spiritual Undergirding 
Of The Advance 


The General Assembly spoke out strongly in be- 
half of undergirding this entire endeavor with much 
and earnest prayer: “‘That all our ministers be 
called upon to participate in the Minister’s Fellow- 
ship of Prayer, each Saturday night between 8 
and 9 o’clock for a period of 15 months, at which 
time they will pray for their fellow ministers that 
they may be effective in evangelism, and that they 
may pray for all brethren each Sunday during 
public worship. 


“That every church be encouraged to form a 
prayer group to offer petitions looking toward a 
spiritual revival. 

“That every elder be called upon to engage in 
private prayer in behalf of other elders and their 
minister in the work of evangelism.” 


This paragraph from the report of the World 
Council in session at Amsterdam speaks most 
timely here: 


“It is not within the power of men alone to create 
a new evangelistic movement. The Holy Spirit is 
He who empowers, directs and works. In the past, 
He has from time to time quickened the Church 
with power from on high. Without His power, 
Christians are powerless. Without this Divine 
Presence in our hearts, we are inadequate and in- 
sufficient to undertake this blessed work of the 


evangelization of our nation. God does not wait for 
us to be perfect. He is willing and ready to use 
very imperfect instruments. What matters most is 
that the instruments should be available for His 
use. The results of our efforts are not in our hands 
but in His. But He has given us the assurance 
that, ‘It is required in stewards that a man be 
found faithful,’ and where that faithfulness is 
found, He is able ‘to do exceeding abundantly, 
above all that we ask or think’.”’ 

H. H. Thompson, 

Director of Evangelism, 

LeRoy P. Burney, 

J. G. Patton. 


Church News 


Knoxville Presbytery Votes 
To Abandon Union 


Fowle Leads Opposition To 
Merger With Northerners; 
Fears Split In Church 


Knoxville, Tenn., Sept. 27 (AP).—The Knoxvill 
Presbytery voted today to present to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., an 
overture against further attempts at union wit! 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. (Northern). 





errr reoe 








Dr. James L. Fowle, pastor of First Presbyteriar 
Church, Chattanooga, presented the overture “to 
cease all agitation and further efforts toward 
union” with the northern branch of the Presbyie- 
rian Church. 

“Union at the present time,’”’ Dr. Fowle declared, 
“would result in splitting the Southern Presbyterian 
Church.” 


The overture is as follows: ‘Knoxville Presbytery 
is opposed to union with the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., and requests the General Assembly to ceas« 
further efforts of acquaintance and co-operatio1 
with that Church and to dismiss its Committee or 
Co-operation and Union.” 





Board Of Church 
Extension 


Atlanta, Ga., Sept. 15—Dr. William V. Gardne: 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Atlanta. 
was elected chairman of the Board of Church Ex 
tension of the General Assembly of the Presbyteria: 
Church in the United States, at the organizatio1 
meeting of this board here today. 





The General Assembly, at its meeting last May 
adopted a reorganization plan which created board 
to transplant all work of the Assembly former]) 
carried on through executive and permanent com 
mittees. This plan brought under one board, that o! 
Church Extension, all work of the Executive Com 
mittee of Home Missions, and the permanent con 
mittees on Evangelism, Negro Work, Christiar 
Relations, and Radio. This board, also, will direct 
the Defense Service Council which provides 
church-relationship with chaplains and _ enlist« 
personnel in the armed forces of the nation, and 
the work of Sunday school extension. 
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Voting to start functioning immediately as the 
new board, the group also elected Dr. McDowell 
Richards, president of Columbia Theological Semin- 
ary, Decatur, Ga., vice-chairman, and Miss Minnie 
Thomas, of the Home Mission staff, recording 
secretary. 


The Board of Church Extension is made up of 
representatives from the former committees, includ- 
ing the following: From the Executive Committee 
of Home Missions, Doctor Gardner; N. B. Etheridge 
of Norfolk, Va.; the Rev. James L. Fowle, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.; the Rev. Warner L. Hall, Charlotte, 
N. C.; Ralph A. Huie, Atlanta, and the Rev. George 
Mauze, San Antonio, Texas. From the Committee 
on Christian Relations, the Rev. Stuart R. Oglesby, 
Atlanta; the Rev. E. T. Thompson, Richmond, Va., 
and George H. Wright, Asheville, N. C. From the 
Committee on Evangelism, the Rev. Frank C. 
Brown, Dallas, Texas; the Rev. Lloyd Courtney, 
Lewisburg, W. Va., and the Rev. William H. Mc- 
Corkle, St. Louis. From the Committee on Negro 
Work, J. W. McLeod, Baton Rouge, La.; the Rev. 
J. McDowell Richards, Decatur, and Arch B. Taylor, 
Winston-Salem, N. C. From the Committee on 
Radio, the Rev. A. V. Gibson, Atlanta; the Rev. 
William B. Oglesby, Little Rock, Ark., and Y. E. 
Veitch, Starkville, Miss. 


The Board voted to elect an executive secretary, 
and Doctor Gardner was instructed to name a com- 
mittee of five, including himself, to ‘‘seek out” a 
man for this office and report to the next meeting 
of the Board, set for January 18, 19, in Atlanta. 
This committee was named as follows: Doctor 
Gardner, Doctor Richards, Doctor McCorkle, Doctor 
Thompson and Mr. Veitch. 


Until the executive secretary is named, the Board 
voted that the five secretaries now serving the 
divisions of the Board continue in their present 
capacities. These are: Home Missions, Dr. Claude 
H. Pritchard, Atlanta; Christian Relations, Dr. J. 
H. Marion, Jr., Richmond, Va.; Evangelism, Dr. H. 
H. Thompson, Atlanta; Negro Work, the Rev. Alex 
R. Batchelor, Atlanta, and Radio, Dr. John M. 
Alexander, Atlanta. It was voted that these secre- 
taries, as a staff, meet monthly to discuss their 
plans and work under the Board of Church Ex- 
tension. 


Ralph A. Huie, Doctor Gardner and Doctor 
Richards were instructed by the Board to investi- 
gate possible office space for the new Board, and 
to make recommendations to the Board in January. 
Doctor Marion was asked to arrange to move to 
Atlanta, but no time was set for this move. 


The Board voted to start functioning immediately 
as a Board, with the representatives from the 
several agencies on the Board serving as sub-com- 
mittees for the agencies they represent. Doctor 
Gardner asked that every appearance of self- 
autonomy be avoided on the Board which is to 
serve the Church as a unity. Each division was in- 
structed to carry on with work planned to the end 
of this Church year, to call upon the Board, or the 
executive committee for matters that needed the 
decision of the Board, and not to start any major 
new policies through the remainder of the Church 
year. 


Doctor Gardner named Dr. Stuart R. Oglesby, 
Doctors Hall and Courtney, to serve as a committee 
of three to nominate the executive committee, and 
the following committee was nominated and elected: 
Doctor Gardner, chairman; Doctors Hall, Thompson, 





Courtney and Gibson, and Arch B. Taylor. This 
committee was elected to serve to the end of the 
Chureh year. Doctor Gardner, Doctor Richards and 
Miss Thomas, however, were elected for three-year 
terms. 


The Board members, it was voted, will be named, 
by lot, to serve one, two and three-year terms, at 
the January meeting. 


George B. Wright, Asheville, N. C., Doctor Hall 
and Doctor Thompson were named as a committee 
to prepare a manual for the Board of Extension, 
and to report to the January meeting. 


A resolution was adopted, having been presented 
by Mr. Wright, pertaining to the merging of the 
two incorporations within the Board, that of Home 
Missions, and of Negro Work, to form the new 
incorporation to be termed, the Board of Church 
Extension. The Board instructed Mr. Wright to 
proceed, with legal steps, to perfect the merger. 


The treasurers of the several agencies were in- 
structed to continue to serve until the end of the 
Church year, both in receiving and disbursing funds 
allocated to these agencies. 


Upon motion made by Doctor Thompson, the 
Christian Relations Advisory Council was set up, 
to be composed of the present members of the 
Christian Relations Committee now to serve as 
advisory only. The other sub-committees were in- 
structed to plan for their advisory councils and 
report to the January meeting. The Board voted 
to meet the third Wednesday in January, April, 
July, and October, for the regular sessions. The 
executive committee is to meet on call, and it was 
proposed that the sub-committees plan to meet 
quarterly preceding the Board meeting. 


Dr. J. G. Patton, Jr., Atlanta, executive secre- 
tary of the General Council of the Assembly, 
served as the convenor of the Board of Church 
Extension, conducting the opening devotionals, and 
the election of officers. He then turned the meeting 
over to the chairman. 


Fine reports of work were presented by each of 
the secretaries, and a spirit of good will prevailed. 
It was voted that the Montreat conference of 1950 
be designated as the Board of Church Extension 
Conference, and that the program be planned by 
Dr. Charles H. Gibboney. It was announced that 
featured in this conference will be a seminar on 
Industrial Relations, to be planned by the Christian 
Relations sub-committee. 





Davidson College 


H. Smith Richardson, Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Vick Chemical Company, will 
succeed the late S. Clay Williams as honorary 
chairman of the Davidson College Development 
Program, and E. H. Little, President of the Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet Company, will serve as honorary 
vice-chairman. 

Davidson officials announced appointment of the 
two honorary heads recently as renewed efforts to 
raise the $2,500,000.00 goal got under way. Since 
the drive opened in February $1,830,000.00 of the 
proposed figure has been received. 


Death last February of Mr. Williams, former 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the R. J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Company, left the post of hon- 
orary chairman vacant. 
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Atlantic Coast Line Presents 
Bell To Everglades Church 


Belle Glade, Fla.—The Everglades Presbyterian 
Church, Belle Glade, Fla., was the recipient last 
Sunday of a gift from the Atlantic Coast Line 
Railroad Company in the form of a bell. Mr. R. W. 
Lanier, Superintendent of the Church School and 
Commercial Agent for the Atlantic Coast Line Rail- 
road Company, at Belle Glade, presented it to the 
Church at a dedication service held last Sunday 
morning, September 18. 


In presenting the bell to the Church, Mr. Lanier 
directed his remarks to Mr. P. P. Phillips, Minister, 
as follows: 


“Mr. Phillips, for a long number of years 
this bell served as a warning in railroad yards 
to pedestrians and workmen and also at cross- 
ings of approaching danger. It also served on 
an Atlantic Coast Line Railroad locomotive for 
other purposes. 

“T have been asked by the management of 
the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Company to 
present this bell as a gift to the Everglades 
Presbyterian Church, Belle Glade, Fla. It is 
presented with the hope that it will now serve 
an even nobler purpose; that is, to warn those 
people who are without Christ of the danger 
ahead of them and to call them to worship, 
hoping to bring them closer to our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. I now dedicate this bell 
to the work of God, and present it in behalf 
of the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Company. 
May it serve a long and useful purpose to the 
work of His Kingdom.” 


Mr. Tom Watson, Jr., the Adult Bible Class teacher 
and son of former Attorney General of Florida, 
and Manager of Radio Station WSWN, Belle Glade, 
then made a short talk to the congregation, stating 
that the Everglades Church did things differently. 
Since we have no church building and all services 
are being held in the Old Everglades Theatre 
Building, Mr. Watson stated that the idea was to 
build a church building under this bell and that’s 
exactly what the Everglades folks plan to do. Plans 
are under way to start construction of their new 
church building this week. 


Synod Of Georgia 


The Synod of Georgia met for its 105th Stated 
Session on September 20-21-22 at the Greene 
Street Presbyterian Church, Augusta, Ga. The 
meeting was preceded by a Pre-Synod Home Mis- 
sions Meeting the day before. 


Elected Moderator was the Rev. Eugene T. Wil- 
son, D.D., Pastor of the Peachtree Road Presbyte- 
rian Church, Atlanta, Ga. Re-elected for three-year 
terms were: Rev. Wm. C. Sistar, Pastor of the 
Georgia Avenue Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga., 
as Stated Clerk of Synod; and Chester F. Monk, 
Pastor of the Chapel-In-The-Gardens, Savannah, 
Ga., as Recording Clerk. 


An outstanding work completed by Synod was 
the reorganization of its various agencies and com- 
mittees along the line of the recent reorganization 
of General Assembly. This reorganization of Synod 
was effected at this meeting. Submitted by H. A. 
Erion, Assistant Clerk. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


——$_$<@—_—_—_— 


“The Protestant Dilemma.”’ By Carl] F. H. Henry, 
Th.D. Published by William B. Eerdman’s Publish- 
ing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.00. 
Dr. Henry has divided our theological professors of 
today into three main classes: the orthodox, the 
mediating, and liberal. He, of course, is of the 
orthodox persuasion, and his book is a challenge to 
return to the orthodoxy of Machen, Warfield, and 
Van Til. At the same time, he warns us against the 
evangelical terms being used by men of the mediat- 
ing school who will speak of revelation, Christ, sin, 
etc., but they do not mean what the historic Chris- 
tian Church has taught concerning these things. He 
gives large space in his book to the work of Mac- 
Intosh of Yale, who in many ways has been the 
father of American liberalism, to Reinhold Niebuhr, 
of Union Seminary, New York, who has influenced 
many teachers and preachers to return to the 
orthodox position on sin without allegiance to the 
orthodox position on revelation and Christ. In view 
of this situation, Dr. Henry is correct in feeling 
that the Protestant Church in general is indeed in 
a very tragic state as far as theological thinking is 
concerned. 


One of the best sections in his book is on the 
person of Christ. This chapter is very good in 
showing how modernists and liberals use the name 
of Christ without asserting His deity. Examples of 
this are found in Fosdick, Edwin Lewis, Horton, and 
Niebuhr. At this point he reminds us that Karl 
3arth has returned to the doctrine of the deity of 
Christ, although he has still not given any support 
to the doctrine of verbal inspiration of the Bible. 
Dr. Henry feels that verbal inspiration is necessary 
as a solid foundation for any and all Christian 
doctrine. 


In a final word he warns against the neo-orthodox 
movement which has influenced so many seminaries 
and denominational schools. Although he invites 
these neo-orthodox men to keep on searching, yet 
he feels they are at a distinct loss until they arrive 
at a historic doctrine of revelation and all-suf- 
ficiency of the Bible as the final court of appeal. 
Dr. Henry’s book will probably become a textbook 
in orthodox schools and seminaries for those stu- 
dents who are interested in knowing the tragic 
condition in denominational schools and colleges 
and churches and wish, therefore, an insight into 
the rise and strength of these conflicting theological 
positions. Dr. Henry himself is thoroughly orthodox 
and his book a “‘must’”’ book to those who feel the 
need of a defense of the Gospel. 

— George W. Dollar. 


“When I Listen To Bible Stories.”” By Elizabeth 
McE. Shields. Published by John Knox Press, Box 
1176, Richmond, Va. Price $2.00. Here are Bible 
stories for the pre-school child. These stories are 
clear, appealing and meaningful to small listeners. 
Miss Shields has selected ten stories from the Old 
Testament and seventeen from the New Testament. 
Three of her delightful poems are included. A 
number of beautiful pictures are given by a well- 
known children’s illustrator. 


“Reasonable Service.’”” By G. W. Bromiley. Pub- 
lished by Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, 64 West 
Randolph, Chicago 1, Ill. Price $2.00. This latest 
publication of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship is a study in Christian conduct. It is written 
for those who have not the time to study technical 
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works on the subject and feel the need for some 
guidance and instruction. It will help Christians 
to adopt Christian attitudes on moral questions. It 
will assist young people in coming to a knowledge 
of what is right and what is wrong. The author 
believes that Christians should know plainly what 
Christian standards are, and be able to show why 
he holds them. This book will help in both aspects 
of the subject. 


“Little Talks To Boys And Girls.” By Aga Leach 
James. Published by Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. Here is a delight- 
ful book for children. These little talks are about 
things boys and girls smell, see and handle—a 
flower in the garden; a lamp burning in the night; 
a mother hen and her chicks. The author derives 
spiritual truths from each of these objects. 


“This Way To The Harvest.” By Bob Pierce and 
Ken Anderson. Published by Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. A book by 
two “Youth for Christ” leaders who made a memor- 
able tour of China in the interest of the evangeliza- 
tion of Chinese youth. 


“Youthspiration.”” By Georage F. Santa. Pub- 
lished by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. A Handbook for young 
people’s meetings, youth rallies and radio broad- 


casts. 


“The Case Against The Social Gospel.’ By 
Chester E. Tulga, D.D. Published by Conservative 
Baptist Fellowship. 35 East Wellington Avenue, 
Chicago 14, Ill. Price 25 cents. A study in the 
social theology of the prophets. The author shows 
how many church leaders are lured by utopian 
schemes of unbelieving humanists and the socialistic 
plans of those who follow Marx instead of Christ. 
He believes that the true Church should keep its 
eves fixed on the eternal, remembering continually 
ts evangelistic and moral responsibility to the world 
of men. 


“Take Time!’ By R. L. Middleton. Published by 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville 2, Tenn. Price 
$1.50. This book shows the vital necessity and im- 
measurable value of “‘taking time” for periods of 
communion with God. It offers twenty-one practical 
meditations for life’s enrichment and spiritual re- 
newal. The author is a Christian business man and 
writes realistically out of his own experiences and 
observations. 


“The Borrowed Glow.” By Richard Ellsworth 
Day. Published by The Judson Press, 1703 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. Price $2.00. A worth- 
while book of devotions by a noted contemporary 
biographer. Dr. Day has an easy reading style that 
is most attractive. There is a scriptural passage 
and an inspiring meditation for every day of the 
year. 


“St. Paul The Traveller And The Roman Citizen.” 
3y Sir William Ramsay Published by Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich. Price $3.50. For the 
greater part of his life Sir William Ramsay was 
professor of humanity at the University of Oxford. 
He carried an extensive archaeological research in 
Asiatic Turkey and the ancient Bible lands, and 
published the results of his study and research in 
many volumes. This is one of them. His studies 
have been out of print, and Baker Book Store is 
now republishing them. This is the first in the 
series. Others will follow shortly. This is a good 


volume for careful reading and also valuable as a 
reference book. 


“The Cross of Hosea.””’ By H. Wheeler Robinson. 
Published by Westminster Press, Witherspoon Bldg., 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. Price $1.50. This book deals 
with the nature of God, the inwardness of sin and 
the victory of grace. Each theme is illustrated 
with remarkable insight against the background of 
Hosea’s experience with his adulterous wife, Gomer. 
These truths are shown to be related to the Gospel 
of the New Testament. The book at all stages is 
applied to modern life. The book of Hosea has 
always been interpreted in various ways. This in- 
— will please some and fail to please 
others. 


“The Case Against Communism.” By Chester E. 
Tulga. Published by Good News Publishers, 411 
South Wells Street, Chicago, Ill. Price 25 cents. To 
all who desire to be informed about Communism we 
commend this small book. It exposes the false 
doctrines of the Communists. It shows that when 
weighed in the balances it is found wanting. The 
author observed, “From Marx and Lenin through 
Stalin and the Russian State runs an unbroken line 
of Atheism.” 


“Triumphant Personality.” By Robert Clyde 
Yarbrough. Published by The Macmillan Company, 
60 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. Dr. Yarbrough 
believes that life can be lived triumphantly in the 
midst of disappointment and even of fear. He takes 
the position that we live not by the things we doubt 
but by the things we believe in and work for. His 
main consideration is that one needs the resources 
of the Christian faith to live triumphantly. Much of 
the material in this book was given as radio talks 
over the American Broadcasting network. 


“John Mark—Servant of Christ.’’ By Park Harris 
Anderson, D.D. Published by The Christopher Pub- 
lishing House, 1140 Columbus Avenue, Boston 20, 
Mass. Price $2.00. This book is a new interpreta- 
tion of the Paul-Mark difficulty, which the author 
hopes will be received in a kindly light and bring 
encouragement to missionaries and others seeking 
light. Dr. Anderson is Professor of Missions in The 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. 


“Every Pastor A Counselor.” By Stanley E. 
Anderson. Published by Van Kampen Press, 222 
East Willow Street, Wheaton, Ill. Price $1.50. 
During and since the last war the need of counseling 
has been recognized as an opportunity for an 
orthodox minister. The author stresses the evan- 
gelistic viewpoint in counseling. He insists, “The 
pastor who leads people to Christ as Saviour does 
what no psychiatrist can do with all his learning 
apart from the gospel.” Many helpful suggestions 
are given pastors. 

“Blazing The Missionary Trail.”” By E. Myers 
Harrison. Published by Van Kampen Press, 222 
East Willow Street, Wheaton, Ill. Price $1.50. 
Seven minature biographical portraits of seven 
pioneer missionaries—all heroes or heroines, all 
entitled to front-rank place in Christian history. 
Based on fact, these biographical sketches will hold 
the interest as much as vivid fiction narratives. 


“Withering Grass.”” By Benard Palmer. Published 
by Van Kampen Press. 222 East Willow Street, 
Wheaton, Ill. Price $2.00. A novel with strong 
emotional appeal. Its characters are carefully por- 
trayed. Romance of a high type is found here. This 
is the kind of novel that will stabilize Christian 
ambitions and guide them over the danger spots of 
life. 
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—HOME MISSIONS --- 





Here ts the Opportunity... 


e NEW COMMUNITIES ARE DEVELOPING 


e HUNDREDS OF YOUNG ADULT HOMES ARE 
BEING ESTABLISHED 


e THOUSANDS OF YOUNG CHILDREN ARE 
NOT RECEIVING CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTION 
THE CHURCH MUST BE READY TO MINISTER! 


Learn of the NEED 
Study the Home Mission Book 


Find out where the Church money is being invested 





| a pe rsanswer | Pray that God’s Spirit will bring a vision 


| The Church United in the Program of Progress | 


A CHANCE OF A LIFETIME TO INVEST YOUR RESOURCES 
in 


ASSEMBLY‘S HOME MISSIONS 











OCT. 30 - NOV.6...$580,000 NEEDED 


Every Member Praying and Giving to Meet the Program of Progress Goal 

















LET’S ALL SHARE IN THE WORK! 





